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To the Gentlewomen and others 
of England, 


A+ Nce more(molt beautiful damſels) 


E lam bold to preſume of your Mon- 


* 


ted fauour, thereby being lead to a 
performance of a vowed duetie, 
ge wherca kindezeale bindeth to ot- 
/th fer the acceptance of a ſeruiceable 
good will, there a carcfull ſeate that 
—_ 72 fore warneth to incurre the hazard 
989 of oſtence, maketh the hartto ſtag- 
ger betweene hope and deſpaire: hoping through the kinde- 
nes of your gentle diſpoſitions, to obtaine a defence againſt 
iniurious cauillers, and fearing by an ouer-bolde preſumpti- 
on, to offer offence to the attable ſweetenes of your ſoue- 
raigne curteſie. But ſeeing my deſite to bee poſſeſſed of the 
better cordiall, makes me hart-firong to ſuppe of that poti- 
on which is likeſt to lengthen my welfare, the ſame being an 
aſſured confidence of your continuall carefulnes, in ſhrow- 
ding with your atfection the ſſender ſubſtance of my humo- 
rous Morrice. 

It is not long ſince for Tel-troths Newyeeres-gift, Ipreſen- 
ted vnto your liking Robin good-fellow his newes, with his in- 
uectiue againſt Lues molt iniurious enemie Ielouſie: which 
though it was a tokento gratifie the day, yet if with indiffe- 
rent iudgement the matter therein contained be conſidered 
of, I doubt not, though it was a New-yceres day toy, it may 
proue a many yeercs helpe to hinder that hagges enterpri- 
ſes. The worke tooke his title according to the time of his 
cteationt but ſhall Rcb nt preſc tiprions be follou ed; the pa- 
tients maladie ſhall continually finde it a gifte to hgnifie the 
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The Epiſtle. 


good beginning andproſperous proceeding of many new 
yeeres vnto them. But now to ſend Tell-troth packing, Ho- 
neſtie hath.thruſt himſelfe into your ſeruice, who though at 
the firlt ſight he may ſeeme a crabbed companion, yet let me 
beſeech you to ſtay your cenſure til you haue roughly tryed 
what is in him, and if then he ſhewes not himſelfe a diligent 
pleaſer of your immortal vertues, memorize in the Cronicles 
of Diſdaine the fame of that tunnagate ſimplicitie, and let me 
for his faulte be baniſhed from your good thoughts to euer- 
laſting ignominie. 

I was rather deſirous to trauel altogether inuiſible, then to 
haue hada title which might giue light to the vnderſtanding 
of me your vnworthie profeſſed Author; but ſince the high- 
er powers den: e me that priuiledge, Iam content to ſubiect 
my ſelfto the opinions of courteous diſpoſitions: beſeeching 
you to beare with my vaine, for that the vanitie of this age 
regardes no other, nor would any be content to heare of 
faulces, vnleſſe they be tolde them in meriment. Iproteſt 
there is nothing ſcandalous therein, nor whichis ment to 
offer iniury to any, onely my purpoſe is, that if you ſhould 
know any like vnto any of thoſe in diſpoſition, that either 
you fore warne them thoſe monſtrous iniurious vices, or ac- 
compt of them as peſtilent fooliſh u retches. To ſhun tedi- 
ouſnes, I commit my intention to your miſticall conſiderati- 

on, my woorke to your courteous pratection, my 

ſelfe to your fauourable opinions, and your ſa- 
cred ſelues to the heauens 
tuition. 


Yours in ſerniet and affectian 
woſt lojal A. 


THE PASSOINATE 
Morrice, 


zz; the moneth'of March, a time 
2 7 © 2 as fit foz wing as May is plea- 
SS, 2 (ant to ſpoꝛte in, Honeſtie trauel⸗ 
TS; 2 ZE) ling as his cuſkoine is, to ſearch 

5 — r ſuch coꝛners as god fellowſhip 
I | bunteth,it was my bap. cömung 
b = into Hogſden, to light vpon a 
You V4 IH houſe, wherein were met ſuch a 
3 troupe of louers, as had not the 

hall ben wond2ous bigge , a multitude ſhould haue ben 
koꝛced to ſtand without doꝛes. Pet though the roume was 
ſo ſpatious, as an armie might haue lodged therein with- 
out peſterment, not withſtanding it was ſo well filled at 
this inſtant, as all the place Honeſtie could get amongſt 
them, was to ſit on the rafters on the top of the houſe, 
which fitted beſt my humour, that deſires rather to ſee 
then to be ſcene. There ſeated in my aieſtie (as ready to 
heare newes, as the pickthanke is foꝛ ward to tell newes) 
I might eaſely perceaue my louers mated, as if they ment 
to make Marche bir ds, cuery man hauing his ſwerte hart, 
and euerycouple their coꝛner. There were of all ſoztes, 
and in many manners ſoꝛted, ſome batchelers ſewed to 
widdo wes, others to maides, widdowers likewiſe woed 
ſome maides, and otherſome widdowes,there was age and 
pouth coupled together, equalitie of peares courting cach 
other, and diuerſity of diſpaſitions, arguing to make a ſym ; 
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The paſsionate Morrice. 


Amongſt them, J lent my eares firſt to a couple that 
had choſen fozth the moſt ſecret cozner in the houſe, 
which were not woꝛſt fitted fo2 peares; foz it was a 
youth of th: and twentie, that had matched himlelfe 
with a maide of eighterne: he holding her vpon his knee, 
with his right hand claſping hers, his left about her mid⸗ 
dle, made many pꝛoſters to win her fauour, and bꝛeathed 
many ſighes to ſhew his loue, he vowed conſtancie with 
pꝛoteſtations, and confirmed with othes the pleadge of his 

lopaltie; he ſhe wed her how long he had loued her befo2s 
he durſt tel her of his affection, how many iournies he had 
made with loſſe of labour, and how many complaintes to 
the God of Loue not finding any remedic. der made her 
pꝛiuie to the many houres he had at ſundꝛie times ſpent in 
watching to baue a ſight of her, ſhewing vnts her how 
toyfull he were, if1d he, perchance, but ſtene any creature 
belonging to her ſathers houſe, pea were it but the little 
dog that turned the ſpit, Manp times (quoth he) haue 
J lokt vp to the windowe, imagining J haue ſeene thy 
picture engrauen in the glare, when with long gaſing 
to viewe the true poꝛtrature thereof, J haue at laſt recal⸗ 
led my ſelke, by letting my ſoule ſee how mine eyes were 
decetued, in expecting that true fozme from the glaſſe, 
which was onely pictured in my heart. Then would J 
ſoꝛrowe to my ſelfe, and power foꝛth ſuch paſſions into 
the ayꝛe, as my heart, being ouer loaded with the extremi⸗ 
tie they would foꝛce, would conſtraine me to fit downe, 
ending my ſpeeche with ſuch ſighes, as my bꝛeathed ſoꝛ⸗ 
rowe would no leſſe darken the apꝛe, then a miſtie fogge 
both obſcure the ſkie. But at laſt, comming to my ſelfe, J 
would returne home, locking vp my ſelfe within my lod⸗ 
ging, acloſe pꝛiſoner by the commandemet of loue ; where 
to paſſe away the time, J would wzrte paſſionate lines, a- 
mo20us ditties, pleaſing fancies, pleaſant ronddclaics, 
and dolefull dꝛerelapes. Now would Ithinke to winne 
ther by letters, anon I thought it better to pen ſpeeches, 
but ſuddainelp, both miſliking me, J word thzowe 
ö | my 


The paſsionate Morrice. 


my ſelle vppon the bed, ſo long thinking which way 
to obtaine the, as in the end I ſhould fall into a lumber. 
Pet amidſt mp reſt, my thoughtes concerning the were 
reſtles: Fo2 then ſhould I dꝛeame ſometimes thou ſpa- 
keſt nie faire, repaying my kindenes with ſwerte kiffes, 
granting my requeſts and foꝛward to doe my will: but a⸗ 
waking from fo2th that ſoueraigne eluſion, loking to 
finde ther, J ſhould ferle the bed-poaſtes, that hard hap, 
turning m glad heart to anew bꝛead ſozrow, which was 
the moꝛe painefull, by how much my dzcame was plea- 
fing : at another time, J ſhould thinke, that ſuing to the 
fo; fauour, thou wouldeſt beſtowe frownes, 4 p2ofering 
myſerutce, thou wouldſt offerſkoznes, If I ſighed, thou 
wouldft ſnule , laughing at my teares, and ioving at my 
griefe,requiting encry kinde demande with ſo cruell an⸗ 
ſwers, as if thy bitter woꝛds could not fozce me to leaue 
my ſuite, thy ſkoꝛnetull fare wels ſhould fruſtrate my wil: 
offering to touch thine hand, mee thought thou pzofereds 
thy fete, and ſtouping to catch that, being glad of any 
thing, thou wouldſt in a rage fling from me, and leaue the 
doe barred againſt me. There ſhould J ſit till my terth 
chattered in my head, and my heart aked in my bellie: 
then ſhould J ſhake foꝛ colde, and ſigh foꝛ ſoꝛrowe, when 
thinking to knock my legges againſt the ground to get 
heate, J ſhould kick al the cloathes off me, being in the end 
conſtrained to awake thꝛough colde. At what time that 
colde fare would better content me, then the foꝛmer flat- 
tering cheare did pleaſe me, being as glad it was falſe, as J 
would haue bern glad if the other had bern true. Many 
like to theſe did J endure befoze my acquaintance with 
ther, not knowing anvmeanes how to obtaine the ſame of 
ther, vntill happely finding thee in a ſommers euening at 
the doze, J pꝛeſumed to enter parlie with ther, offering my 
ſelle pour ſeruant, which had bern a tweluemoneth vour 
ſwo2neſubiet,doubting of pour patifce, though you ſet me 
to be a patterne of pittie. Hob and after what oꝛder J 
hane ſince that time beſought your ſauour, yonr ſelſe ſhall 
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be my iudge, foꝛ I liſt not to rehearſe my dayly ſhiftes, fs 
ſhewe my zeale, my manyfolde conclusions to obtaine 
pour companie, my giftes to woe the ſeruants, and my 
pꝛeſents to gaine pour god will. But tobe bꝛiefe, there- 
by to come to that J like beſt, one whole peare J loued 
thee befoze thou kneweſtme, x thꝛer moꝛe are paſſed ſince 
firſt I ſpake to thee: pet then was Jas neare as now J 
am, and now as karre off as J was then. Say therefoꝛe 
ſwer te, ſince to ſtay longer ycelds but little comfo2t, ſhall 
my ſuite now end with the verdit, vou lone me? 

To which long pꝛeamble, ſhut vp with ſo whot acon- 
cluſton, ſheno leſſe pꝛepared herſelfe to anſwere him, then 
Frier Tuck vſed cercmonies befoꝛe he ſong mattens. She 
caſt her eyes vp to Heauen, as if ſhe had bern making her 
pꝛaiers to loue, ſighing ſo bitterly, as I thought hir plac- 

— ket lace would haue bꝛokẽ̃, then to the matter thus ſhe an⸗ 
ſwered, Alas gentle fir, J muſt confeſſe J haue found 
vou kinde, and vou haue bien at a great deale moze coſt 
then A could with pou had, vour ſuite hath bern long, and 
my kindenes not much, noꝛ doe J hope vou expea moꝛe at 
my hands then pou haue had, befoꝛe my friends haue gran⸗ 
ted their god will. Maidens are modeſt, and mult not ber 

zodigall of their courteſie: childꝛen are bound and can⸗ 

not conſent without their parents counſell: par don mer 

therefoꝛe I pꝛay pou, if I ſay I loue pon not, ſince my fa- 

| ther knowes vou not, and thinke not much if J deſire you 
| to leaue to loue me, vntill my mother giue me leaue to 
like of pon, At which time aſſurc pour ſelfe J will bee as 

ready to perfoꝛme your will, as they ſhall be foꝛ ward to 

wiſh me that god, and thus in the meane tune, J hope you 

will reſt ſatiſfied. This was a ſhꝛoade bone fo2 m paſ⸗ 

ſionate youth to gnawe on, that being ſo ſtrucken on the 

head as his heart aked there with, thought to eaſe his ſoꝛ⸗ 

rowe with this replie. Ah myſweteſtſweete (quoth he) 

Thinke not on thy fathers counſel, ſeeing a greater friend 

craucth his deſerte, noz let me reſt their leaſure with⸗ 

out pitie, that hath thug long remained conſtant = 
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the. J loue ther — koꝛ thy freendes ſake, though A loue 
them foz thy ſake : noꝛ doe thou lot he me foz their pleaſure 
that liues but at thy pleaſure. But ſwete and ſoneraigne 
of nw hart, as thy thoughts be not tied to their wils, ſo let 
not thy loue be linked ſo faſt to their liking, as their miſ⸗ 
like ſhould end my life by remouing thy loue. Say mp god⸗ 
deffe, and there withall as he was pꝛoceding, the cut off 
the reſt with this ſhoꝛt anſwere. J beſ&ch vou ſir to leaue 
off your courting, vnleſſe vou entend ſome other concluſi⸗ 
on then as pet Ican gather: fo2 ofmy faith loue pou I wil 
not, noꝛ conſent I dare not without my frends giue their 
conſents firſt, and thereupon ſhe thzuſted thꝛough the 
thꝛong and poaſted out of does, leauing my paMonate 
loner to ſap his pater noſter alone, where we will leaue 
them. 

What J thought J will tell pon, and J hape you will 
not doubt of the matter, foꝛ that Honeſtie ſpeakes it. One 
vcres loue without acquaintance, and thꝛœ peeres ſuite 
to be neuer the neerer : either he was a bad lawyer, oꝛ ſhe 
a monſtrous vniuſt iudge: but be it, both a paſſionate Aſſe, 
and a peeuiſh wench were well met. But marke his folly 
and her cunning, he building Caſtles in the aire and ſet⸗ 
ting trappes in the Sunne to catch the ſhadowe of a cope 
gucane, was pleaſed by her, with wagging his bawble, 
and ringing his bell, while ſhe pickt his pocket and cut his 
purſſe. A pꝛoper pece of ſeruice ofa paſſionate Douldier, 
and a pꝛettie ſleight ofa flatterung Slut: J would we had 
moe of them, nav why wilh J that, ſince the woꝛlde is to 
full of ſuch alreadie? Pet of my honeſty, ſhe was as fitte a 
match foꝛ ſuch a fole, as might be found in the woz2lde, 
A great deale ot fond fancie repated witha ſharpe ſhozte 
deniall, and th2e yeres affection rewarded with an ounce 
of flatterie ,minglcd with a pound of diſcurteſie? a god coꝛ⸗ 
diall to comfo2t ſo kinde ahart. Oh the ſubtilty of the di⸗ 
uell, that vnder the ſhadow of obedience, couers p craſt of 
coſonage. It is hotte lone that buildes on ſrcendes liking, 
and peſtilent a{fection that relies rather on the mothers 
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loue, then on the Louers loyaltie. Such as ſtands ſo curt⸗ 
ouſly on their Parents god will, haning dealt ſo craftily 
without their conſent, are woꝛthte by Honeſlies dome 
to ſtand in a Cage, vntill either their frends god will be 
got, oꝛ her ſweet harts licence obtained fo2 her deliuerie. 
And this is to god, foꝛ that the kinde Ae wil to to ſone 
releaſe ber: I thinke this puniſhment would be wozſe 
welcome vnto her,namely,that ſhe be bound from mari⸗ 
age, ſo long as ſhe hath kept him without his anſwere, 
which will ſo pinche her pꝛodigall deſtre;as either che will 
fo:\weare honeſtie, oꝛ neuer commit the like knauerie. Oh 
there is acompanie of minions which delight to haue ma⸗ 
ny ſutoꝛs, that they may bꝛagge amongſt their mates of 
their dinerſitie of louers: they thinke it commendable to 
haue ſtoꝛe of cuſtomers. But knewe they ſo much as J 
know, they were better to goe once in a fo2tnight to 
Greenes Cunnvberries, then to haue ſuch reſoꝛte to haunt 
their companies. 

Honeſtie honours the conſent of Parents, but abhozres 
ſuch loue as is built on their liking, if there be no remedie 
but that either they ſhall like, oꝛ thou wilt not loue, let 
him haue thy Fathers god will befoze he obtaines thy 
countenance: fo2 doubtles ſhe that will entertaine lo⸗ 
uers, and repay their courting with kindenes, will care 
as little fo2 her freends counſell, hapning on a mate ſhe 
can fancie, as the hoꝛſe wil foꝛ hape, that hath his manger 
full of pꝛouender. And what is the cauſe whp ſo many 
ffande ſo curiouſly on their frends conſent? nought foz- 
ſoth,but the pꝛeſiunption of a double baite, that being ſure 
of their countenance, they may be aſſured of an other din- 
ner ik their owne likes them not; oꝛ otherwiſe to haue a 
hole to hide a For in, foꝛ that her owne denne is not ſecret 
enough. It her Huſband controlle her fo2 any miſdemea⸗ 
nour, oꝛ repꝛoue her ofany diſhoneſt behauiour, then on 
goes her pantoples, building the reckoning of her honeſty 
on her fathers countenance, ſo far pꝛeſuming of his boun⸗ 
den duetie fo; the match making, as if he kept the keye of 
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her huſwiferic, Her long toung vtters large ſp&ches, 
ſtanding at defiance vnder the banner of her Fathers de- 
fence,and his houſe muſt be her Caſtell to kpe ber from 
her Huſband, This is the commoditic a man ſhall reap by 
ſuch a match, and this is their meaning that would couer 
their rebellion with the cloak of obedience, Is not he wel 
p2eferred that is ſo well married, and how can he mend it: 

Marry no wap but this, that he which is mated with the 
like inconuenience, to learne moꝛe wit againſt the next 
time, ſtriuing in the meane time to pleaſe both her and her 
freends,ſince he had ſo much reaſon to ww both her freends 
and her to be bound to ſo bad a bargaine, 

It is follie(quoth a wiſe man) to be ſoꝛrowful ſoꝛ things 
irreceucrable,and Honeſtie thinkes it madnes to repent 
fo2 derdes done, whereof her ſelfe is culpable: can any man 
be ſo witles(eſpecially in matter wherein wiſede me is ſo 
much required)as to doe, and wiſh vntone ina moment? 
pea dcubtles, Honeſtie knowes ſuch, they being the hotte 
ſpurres of our age, that thinke cucrydap a twelue moneth 
vntill they be married, and after they are matched, euery 
houre ſeauen yeres, vntill they are parted. It was hotte 
loue that will be ſs ſone colde, ſome of yon will ſay, but J 
ſap, iſ it bad been hot lone(as it was burning lufk)it would 
not haue been ſo ſone colde. Fo2 whereas Þ pꝛouerb goes, 
that hotloue wil be ſoone colde, it is ment by ſuch affection 

. as wants matter therby to continue longer. F02 as that is 
the pureſt wod which velds the perfecteſt heat, and p pu⸗ 
rer it is, the ſoner it wilbe it own deftruction, leauing the 
ſitters by without fire, vnles afreſh ufer be as ntede re⸗ 
quires, added; ſo wil our hotte loue( whoſe kindled affection 
is come vnto it perſeaion, the hart being on ſuch a blaze, 
as euery part of it is on a light lame) decay( as reaſon and 
nature requireth) vnles new faggots of kindenes, adde 
freſh matter fo2 fiering, the ſupply thereof remoning all 
ſuſpition of want of affection. How pure 5̊ lone is, where 
there is ſo. light a regarde of pꝛoſſered kindenes, as my 
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to my liking, let cuery one iudge that knowes loue. 

But in my opinion, as J confefſe that the duetie we 
owe to our Parents, may doo muche where the know⸗ 
ledge thereof bindes to obeye, ſa muſt J confirine that 
loue is a duetie hunſelłe, b.nding to ſo great obedience and 

tving with ſuch ſtrong conuatances, as he remoues all 
thoughts of lower dueties: J tearming al dueties lower, 
fo2 that by commanndement thoſe dueties muſt be reicc- 
ted in reſpect of the louing duetie that a Huſband ſhall re⸗ 
quire, Now how far my nice Pinion was from knowing 
this duetie, her coye demeanour and cunning behauiour 
hathmanifeſted, Pet how happie was my youth at liſt to 
be rid ol ſuch a monſter? And monſter may I tcarme her 
in reſpect of her lewde behaniour ; foꝛ was it not much 
better that her inc onſtanc ie ſhould haue beene knowen be⸗ 
foꝛe he was faſt linked vnto her, then it ſhould haue b@ne 
found when it had been incurable? Doubtles it was a god 
cauſe he had to double his oꝛiſons vnto loue, foꝛ ſo louing⸗ 
ly pꝛeſeruing hun from ſo peſtilent a pꝛittie- bird, J ſhould 
haue ſaid pꝛic king burre, oꝛ paultry bauble. 
But to come ta my ſecond couple, which were ſeated op⸗ 
poſite to theſe in an other coꝛner, being a luſtie wid- 
dower that was courting a gallant wench, both of them 
being highly bebolding to nature koꝛ her liberall ſkill in 
their making, which were thus placed. She was ſet down 
ouerloked by him ſtanding befo2e her, hauing cnc of his 
hands leaning on her lap, and the other reſting on the wal. 
hauing therby as J gefſe) the moꝛe libertie to vſe his plea⸗ 
ſure, in beſtowing kinde kiſſes and louing fauours : ſo he 
was ſeated, and thus he began toſuce. Faire aide (quoth 
he) à know mpyerpertence to be greater then pour pꝛactiſe, 
fo2 that J haue trie d, rules me by reaſon: hauing loued 
and liued with my loue, vntill by the fates J was berea- 
ned of that fruit, ſo well liked J of my laſt loſe, as my foꝛ⸗ 
mer god hap bꝛœds an aſſured hope of the like god fo2- 
tune, that being a helpe to further my will, and a meane to 
make a new choiſe: which change, what god it ſhal vceld, 
; | your 
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pour ſelfe ſhall challenge, whoſe god repoꝛte hath bound 
me to commencemy deſerts, to reteiue their cenſure by 
pour dome. To boaſt what 3 am were frinclous, fo: that 
pour frœnds ars alreadie pꝛiuie to my cſtate, and to ſay 
how well J loue you were boteles, foz that women loue 
to trie ere they truſt, vet vnles I ſhonld ſap moe then J 
haue (aide, I ſhould freme to ſap nothing: though to ſap 
moꝛe then is ſpokenalready were n rely foliſh Fs; thus 
ſtands the cale, I baue made choiſe of pou fo2 my ſecond 
wife, and haue already pour ſrernds god will, there reſtes 
threrefoze nothing but a confirmation of your duetie, in a⸗ 
greeing to that they haue confirmed : thus camming to a 
kull point, he cloſed vp his period wilh a bzace ol ſmirking 
kiſſes, which wꝛonght with his Louer, as a ſtrong pyll 
doth with a ſoꝛe ſicke patient: namely, they foꝛced her to 
anſwere him thus ſyꝛe wdely. The allurance of pour god 
f3:tunc Sir, hath made vou highly beholden to her deitie, 
that dauncing in the mozrice of god matches, vou ſhould 
be led by her toſs god hap: but belike it was ouer god to 
continue long, either her kindenes being ouermatched 
with zur vnconſtancie, oꝛ pour god happe ouer ruled by 
loꝛtunes creelty:Zhepeuer change and lightly neuer bat 
foꝛ the woꝛle: which the rather ſenes ſo vnto me, by the 
ſure knowledge 5 haue ol pour ſecond choice, that is ig for 
vnequall to gur repoꝛted fr ſt match, as Jknow pur l: 
king would not reinain long, oꝛ mymilliking would come 
to to fan; hecauſe J am not able to follow what pon: 
firſt wife hath perfoꝛmed, and you will be vn willing to 

beare with the wants ysur ſecond choice muff Le enriched 
tb. Wut peraduenture J miſtake your meaning, foz * 
whereas Jthitizepou ſue tg haue me to pour ſecond wike, 
pou ſceke bat is haue n gos wil to liue with. my frende, 
alles god ſir mp: duetie (as vou ſay) muſt not gainſay their 
vleaſure;no2 wil I foʒ that matter, but with allmy hart 
if vou haue their licence foꝛ your boꝛd, haue my god Ww!ll 
{0 obtaine pour bed there alſo, foꝛ their houſe is at their 
gwne commaundement. a IJ not (replyed he) to 
haue 
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haue pon foꝛ my bedfellow. But that doubt J (anſwered 
ſhe ) toꝛ that J know the contrary, hy dare pou (quoth 
he )todiſobay your Fathers commaundement: No (ſayd 
ſhe / ſo it be foz my commoditie, It ſhall be both foꝛ your 
p:ofite and pꝛeferment. Pake me to belcue that (quoth 
ſhe) and then peraduenture it may be a bargaine. Why 
woman aide he) i deſerue pour better. Take her (anſwe⸗ 
red ſhe) and J will not be matched to your inkeriour. 
Why then I (& pou do ſcant loue me? J vſe it not (quoth 
ſhe) and vet I ſweare J will mocke pou, rather then mar⸗ 
rie with yon. TUith which being highly diſplealed, he be⸗ 
ſtowed thꝛer oꝛ foure crabbed tearmes, being liueries of 
his cholerick long toung, and ſo departed, 

A ſhame goe with hun, thought Honeſtie, whatſoeuer 
the thought, and with all ſuch Louers; louers: with a hal- 
ter, lubbers J may better tearme them. What monſtrous 
matches are ſuch as are ſhuffled vp after the ſelfe ſame 
oꝛder? Suppoſe ſhe had beene fearefull and durſt not to 
haue reſiſted the receipt of what ſhe lothed, imagine ſhe 
had berne foliſh and could not haue iudged of affection? 
thinke ſhe had beene foꝛ ward, and would haue beene glad 
of any one? alas pwze w2etch, J pittie the ſuppoſition, 
what ſhould J haue ſaid to the confirmation? Iknow aſ⸗ 
ſuredly ſhe ſhould haue ſighed whatſoeuer J had ſaide, and 
mourning ſhould haue been her companion, what ere had 
benmp communication; he would haue daunft with her 
poꝛtion, whtle ſhe had dꝛoped thzovgh want of affection; 
he would haue loathed her company,fo2 thatſhewas not a 
dayly commodit ie; her life ſhonld haue been like the hack⸗ 
nies that are at every mans tommaundement foz the hire, 
and her ioy as niomentarv as the flozilhing greene grafſe 
in July, Pitiful ly ould ſhe haue luied, puniſhed by him 
without pitie, and this is my reaſon of the poſſibilitie; foz 
that it is moſt likely he loued her not, # how well any bo⸗ 
dy vſe them they loue not, let them ſpeake that ſuſpect not. 
Nob that he — er not, may be pꝛoued both by his 
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kinde of wꝛong, careleſlye ſuing vnto her, peremptoꝛily v- 
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ſurping her Fathers authozitic, which was a band to tye 
her to obediente, though a bad meane to obtaine her curte- 
ſie. Foz affe ion is not to be limitted, noꝛ loue to be com⸗ 
pelled, hut cotrarily,hatred followes keare, and keare foꝛe⸗ 
runnes millike, and how we loue thoſe we regarde not, 
indge they that wo and obtaine not? But this cuſtome is 
to common and ouer cruell,namely,a woing of frends, 
and a conſtraint of loue, J would not ſay,compelling, but 
foz feare it ſhonld haue been taken fo2 compelling. Were 
Honeſtic à Juſtite, they ſhould either lye in the ſtockes a 
koꝛtnight, oꝛ marryher J would match him with, which 
ſhould ſceke a wife after this oꝛder. J thinke verily he 
would rather ſtay his ſtint by the helles, then be bound 
to the other inconuenience; and vet he could finde in his 
hart to binde another to p bad bargaine. This is charitie, 
pea t neuer a whit of honeſſſe, being ſo farre from cinilitie, 
as the Millers craft is from true dealing. Now truely tru⸗ 
ly, to deale as we would be dealt with, is ſent to the hedge 
a begging, and neighbourly loue is made a hacknie, being 
ſo woꝛne to the bones with ſeeking a god aiſter, as his 
ſkinne will hang on the buſh ſhoꝛtelp. 

J haue heard a repoꝛte of a paſſing kinde man that com 
plained of his wife at a Seſſions, foꝛ piſſing a pot full, 
tudging thereby ſhe was diſhoneſt, and that ſame man 
hoꝛtly after burying his wife, ſued to a maide, after the 
manner afo2eſaid : he had obtained her frends god will, 
and were at apointfo2 the Maidens lone, yet on a time 
ſhe was troubled with the head-ake,at his being with her, 
whercofheſo miſliked, as inthe mozning he went to the 
Vhiſitions to haue their opinions to what diſeaſe it coulde 
turne, and vpon their repoꝛte left her. I am aſſured I haue 
erred in no point, vnleſſe J haue miftoke the laſt, putting 
the Phiſit ions opinion in the rome of his owne bad mea⸗ 
ning; it was no diſeaſe inderde that miſliked oꝛ miſled htm, 
but it was of the Fathers purſſe, not of the Daughters 
head: well ſhe was well pzouded fo2 in miſſing of him, 
and if he ſped any thing * befter, let hun boaſt of it, but 
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Hoacltie can iidge no better of the remnant of his compa- 
mons, then hits au ion glues the verdid of him, which is 
ag bad as map be, 
But to another chat hapned on one that had the tothake, 
with whom he would not mat ry foꝛ feare the hollowneſſe 
of her toth ſhould corrupt her bꝛe th, and ſo annope his 
colde ſtomack. It was colde indede, and J would ſuch 
ſtomacks might be heated with redde hotte gold, as cherr⸗ 
full as ſcalding leade. ell to a third, he liked her parents 
wel, foꝛ that they were honeſt x godly, and as well of the 
maiden,becauſe ſhe ſeemed modeſt:to be bzeef, he could find 
no ſaulte in either of them, onely his feare was that the 
Daughter would be ſomewhat ſh2ewiſh, koꝛ that ſhe had 
A long noſe, and thereupon gaue her oucr. If her noſe had 
berne long enough, I think he might haue ſmelt a knaue, 
but J un aſtured ſhe knew? achurle, and ſo let her claune 
him whereſoeuer the fres him. Yet one moꝛe of the ſame 
ampe, and ſo we will leaue them. This was a wocr in 
graine, who had gone ſo far, as they were at next doꝛe to 
be aſkt in the Church. The wedding apparel was bought, 
the day appointed, vea and J map tel vou, many of 5 geſte 
bid, only there was no aſſurance, foꝛ that he abhozred: bnt 
it foztuncd that befoꝛe the day there dyed a rich mu that 
left a welthie widdo hn, to whom he made ſo ſecret loue, ag 
he wonne her god will within a foꝛtnight after the death 
of his pꝛedeteſlour: ll, not withſtanding to ſaue his coũ⸗ 
terleit credit, and pꝛeſerue his hypocriticall honeſtie, he re⸗ 
ſoꝛted dayly to his olde ſwete hart, with whom vpon ſoime 
ſnal reaſon he fel at ods, vſing her ſo vnkindly in ſpeechrs, 
as he d2ew teares foꝛ ſoꝛrow. Glad of this, though tur⸗ 
ning his tarneſt into ieſt, he called her vnto him, in the pꝛe⸗ 
ſence of many ol her Fathers ſeruants, then ſwearing that 
if the toke him not abont the necke + killed htm, he would 
neuer marry with her as long as he liued. Which p vong 
Gentle woman refuſed to doe, partelv foꝛ that he had miu · 
red her highly, but p rather leaſt ſuch fondnes ſhould ſeeme 
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frarc he flung foꝛth of the doꝛes, and in a rage as if of 
ſpight, within one fo2tnicht after he matcht with the wid- 
dowe afoꝛeſaid. But to tell vou what a life ſhe lead with 
hun, were to hunt from the purpoſe, vet aſſure pour ſelfe it 
was {2 bad, as Þ woꝛld iudged this maid neuer better bleſt 
then in not being beſtowed ne caſt away vpon him. 

Such and of the ſame ſoꝛte are theſe money-worrs, 
that ſue firſt tothe Father to ſane labour, fo2 ſpede they 
will, and if they miſſe in one place, they knowe another 
where they will pꝛadiſe. And how can it be iudged other⸗ 
wile, ſet ing their meaning in vſing that meane impo2tes 
no leſſe: foꝛ thinke they, if I haue the Fathers god will, 
the daughter will be eaſilie wonne, and if {ile ok his, J 
ſaue that time and labour, in ſuing to the maide,befides the 
giftes I ſhould beſto we. Ha ha, 1 haue him by ſent, and 
what thinke pou of him: in faith no otherwiſe then Hone- 
ſtie helcues. Pou ſmell a Foxe, J anda ranke one to, 

- whoſe bꝛeach is fo ſtainde with this gilding matter, as it 
may eaſcly bet iudged what muck he loues. Alas god 

hearts, that are coupled with ſuch bad mindes, this is lone? 

true, but what lone 2 couetous loue, hatefull diſſimulati⸗ 

on, hipocriticall aſfection, and what not that is contrarie 

to the ſwerte ſoueraigne lone, which ſues foꝛ kiſſes and not 

fo! coyne, which craues the heart z nothing eiſc;fo2 with it 
al ſe hath is his, and he that wil loke foꝛ moꝛe, F weuld he 
had a halter, and he ſhall not want it in hell,howſocnerhe 

ſperdes here. Fie fie, mariages foꝛ the moſt part are at this 
day ſo made, as loke how the butcher bies his cattel, ſo wil 
men ſel their childꝛen. He that bids moſt ſhal ſperd ſoneſt, 
ſo he hath monev, we care not a fart foꝛ his honeſtie. Well 
it hath not bern ſo, and J hope it · wil not be long ſo, 2 J wil 
aſſure yen, loues common · wealth wil neuer floꝛiſh vntil it 
be other wiſe, My, it is a common p2actize toaſke the fa- 
ther what her will giue with his childe, and what is that 
differing from cheapening an Ore: And it is as common, 
that if ſhe be fat, it is a bargame, but if leane, ſhe muſt Fap 
another cuſtomer, Out alas what loue is this, in faith if A 
C3 might 
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might haue ſped better in another place, come to notice 
after J haue bought pour daughter, ſhe ſhall pay foꝛ it, oꝛ 
I will make dice on her bones. Apittifull partener chip, 
where there is no greater loue, and how can but one ol 
them be vndone? He will vſe her ill, becauſe he loues her 
not, and ſher cannot loue him foz not vſing her well; fo2 
whome we feare we hate, and what then: He will pꝛac⸗ 
tiſe her ende, ſhe will wiſh his death, and while they liue 
together, it will be ſo full of heartbꝛeakings through quar⸗ 
rels and contentions, as woe tothem both, J and to the 
third to, that was ſo foꝛ ward to make ſo bad à matche. 
But howſoeuer they two ſperde, J am aſſured thee will 
ſpœde woꝛſe, as fo; hir huſband, he will not want excuſes 
to defend his knauerie, and hir Father muſt belerue him, 
becauſe of hir foꝛmer credit giuen vnto hun; ſo that con- 
tented ſhe muſt be, how diſcontented ſo euer ſhe liucs, and 
beare it ſhe muſt, vntill her hart bꝛeake, which happie day 
mult ende her miſerie, aud ſet my craftie woer at li⸗ 

bertie. 
Chus much koꝛ my ſecond coꝛner, and now to my third 
couple, which were ciuilly ſeated on a benche together, 
they being the one a batcheler, and the other a widdowe, 
which was word by him after this like oꝛder. It were fol- 
lie foꝛſœth (quoth he) to vſe circumſtances, ſince you are 
ſo well acquainted with the like pꝛacize: but to leaue 
them and come to the matter, which is (as I thinke) the 
beſt meane to pleale vs both, you ſhall vnderſtand that vp⸗ 
on the god repozte pour honeſt life hath deſerued, J haue 
conceiued ſo god liking of pou, as I ſhould thinke my ſelle 
vappie, if A ſhould ſperde no woꝛſſe. I thanke you (anſwe- 
red ſhe) foz your god will: but ſurely Sir, I thinke you 
haue deceined your ſelfe. Foz peraduenture you imagine, 
oz it hath been vntruely repoꝛted, that J am the woman, 
which inderde J am not, namely ritche, fo2 that inp decca- 
ſed huſband made ſome ſhowe to the world, but if that ber 
pour thought, IJ aſſure you, you are decetued. You miſtake 
my meaning (replied hee) foz it is no ſuch matter; I re- 
. EE | ſpce 
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ſpectnot ſo mich pour wealth, as J dw your matronlike 
modeſtie,my ſelfe is young,and J haue a trade, and am, A 
thanke God, ol my ſelfe able to maintaine a woman. But 
I do rather deſire to match with pour like then with a 
vounger, foꝛ that vou knowe better, both what belongs to 
à man, as alſo to vſe thꝛifte ly what Jget. Andmozeouer 
my ſelfe is not ſo young, but that J am meeter to match 
with a widdꝛwe then to marrie with a maide, and would 
be moff glad, if it might be my god happe to ſpeede with 

vou. I cannot tell /quoth ſhe ) what pour god ſpeede map 
be; I knowe you not, and therefoze Ahope you will gine 

me leaue to enquire of pou, which done J will ſend you 

pour anſwere by ſuch a dap, in the meane time J with you 

Well. 

J mary, Honeſtie, what then: nomarrp theſe, foꝛth ſhe 
went to her b2oker to will him to ſearch after his ſub- 
ſtance, vſing that manner which vſurers can beſt diſcloſe, 
which is their pzactiſe in putting foꝛth their money. This 
was a paſſing commoditie, (92 what better then a ritche 
widdowe: but that foliſh enquirie ſpoyled all: had ſhee 
thankt him heartilv, deſired farther libertie, and had made 
ſearch into his eſtate ſecretly, ſhee had ſhewed her ſelle 
the wiſer: but ſo bluntly te ſaie, giue mee leaue to enquire 
of pou, ſhewedas bad bꝛinging vp, as might bee poſſible, 
But tut, I like her the better, becauſe ſhe could not diſſem⸗ 
ble, foꝛ the alas did but followe the common trade, doing 
with the ape, but what ſhe had ſeene done befoze her. She 
had heard her huſband inſtruct his pꝛentices to make a 
pꝛofit, and ſhe thought ſhe nught trie the ſame foꝛ her own 
god. T would ſhee and others knewe what was god foz 
them, they wauld then rather reſpec the man then money. 
But this couetouſnes ſpoples all, though Þ would J had 
moꝛe, is to much in our mouthes, foꝛ followed ſhe not the 
greedie deſire of adding muck to muck:! might ſhee not as 
well haue liued with this man, that had a trade as god, 
pea much better then her huſbands was, as thee did be- 
foze with hun! Shee had no child;en,ſappole the had, they 
were 
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were pꝛou:ded foꝛ well, and what greater charge woulde 
this haue bꝛought: he had a care to liue, oꝛ elſe hee would 
haue ſought to loue without reſpec; foꝛ who knowes not 
that ſhe is as able to ſatiſſie a m uis deſire, that hath little, 
as ſhe that hath much, if we onelpreg irde pleaſure: Take 
this on Honelties credit, that hee that buildes his lone on 
ſuch reaſon, as hauing little, her will choſe due that hal! 
ſomewhat, wil pꝛoue a better match vnto ther, then hun 
that bꝛiugs mountaines. Beware wen lou? 13 vphol- 
den with munten zucc, ik the heart remembers, Jamthus 
much beholden vnto her, ſher loued mee 92 elſc hx wouly 
neuer haue mitcht with me, he made me a man, being be⸗ 
foe woꝛſe then nothing, how much better might ſhe h ine 
done, if ſhe had nat bern led with a ect ion, and ſuch like: It 
will alſo remember the duetie this Kkindenes requtreth, c- 
nen lihe fo2 like, leaſt the woꝛſe crie ſhame of hun. How 
happie ſhould parents be, were this in their remeantb2 ance 
at their mariges making: how bleſſed ſh3a!d their chil- 
dꝛen be, if the like pzactiſes were vſed 2 and what a flozt- 
ſhing commonwealth would that be, where cqualitie of 
birth ( which alwaies ſhould bee regarded ſpecially on the 
mans ſide) ſhould ber linked to abundance, whereby the 
number ol gentle beggers ſhould be decreaſed, and the mif- 
gouernement of wealth will b2auotded, One main ſhould 
not haue his cofersſul, and twentie want it that better de- 
ſerue it. Ho many able men ſFould we haue (if this were 
vſed) to ſcrue and ſet koꝛth men fo2 the pꝛinceg ſerutco: 
wherenow Jam but one man, aud J am bound but to my 
ſtint, to finde one mans charge, though Jhaue due mens 
liuings. But 1043020, this is tw ſerious for Honeilic, 4 J 
meruaile how J fell into thts vaine, ſince I ffiidied to ber 
pleaſant, that, thinke vou, did my, witd2we after her 
ſearch ot enquirie, foꝛ vou muſt thinke that the batcheler 
longedfo2 his anſwere? Parcy though ſue Wis not a fore 
in her ſpxches, vet ſhe pꝛoued no lefſe in her doing, fo2 
now ſher kept her houſe as cloſcly as her doth his holde 
craftely. She miſlikt ol the man, foꝛ what cauſe geſſe pon, 

if 
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it pou knew as much as J knowe, you would ſweare, not 
fo; lack ot honeſtie, oꝛ becauſe he was unthꝛiftie. But wil 
pou knowe whie: he had not the hundꝛeds lying by him, 
as the repozte went ſhe had left her, and therefoze ſher 
thought it needeles any one ſhould loſe ſo much labour, as 
to fulfill her pꝛomiſe in carrving his anſwere. Pet if that 
were all, it were well, J and it had ben well koz hun fo: 
the ſauing ol ſhe letber ) it ſhe would haue ſpoken with him 
at his comming to fetche it: But my widdowe would not 
be within, oꝛ elſe ſhe was buſie: and thus was his kinde⸗ 
nes requited. Now'fie of the diuell, is this a mecte reward 
foz affed ion, nav ſuppoſe it be no moze, the god will was 
it well requited? e thinkes that if his dog had come, her 
deſerued better entertainement then to haue been beaten 
a wav, and {hee had dealt better if ſhe had ſeat himſelle a- 
way with a crabbed anſwere, then ſo vumanner ly to ve 
him by fleeneles ercuſes, And well it were if ſher had no 
moꝛe fellowes, but out vpon them there are to mm ſuch), 
whoſe cope nicenes expꝛeſſe their miſchicuous fondenes, 
fo2 ſpeake they will with any man that come, vnles a De 
rald foze runnes the ſewto?, 

Inmyopinion, and it ſhall be grounded vpon reaſon, 
ſuch widdowes are woꝛthie to fit while their bꝛeches 
growe to their ſeates, as refuſe toanſwer all commers of 
what degree ſoeuer, and becauſe J pꝛomiſt you reaſon, ths 
ſhall be it. TUho knowes not that whofocucr ſues fo? the 
like match, winneth a thouſand incomb2ances with his 
god ſpeede,fo2 he that knowes not that carc ſhal be ming⸗ 
led with his beſt contentment, ſhall fall into a pitte bcfo2e 
he beware ef it. And who, were it not fo2 his ſoules health, 
would imbꝛace ſuch an inconuentence fo2 a little commo- 
ditie? J and the beſt mariage, is but a little commoditie, in 
reſpec of the continuall carking that comes withit. Ir 
then, as who ſaies it is otherwiſe, a man makes ſo great 
ſuite foꝛ ſo ſmall hearts eaſe (reſpecting the earthly plca⸗ 
ſure) deſerues not he a god countenance,oz at leaſt a wel- 
come that longs foꝛ ſo bad a = 4 In my iudgement, 

And 
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and it ſhall ſumpe with mine opinion, that woman i 
much moꝛe beholden to the man that would match with 
her, then to her parents that haue bzought her vp;foz they 
did what ere they did, ol duety, this doth what might be 
vndone of mere deuotion. Why,thinke the beſt pou can, 
thinke foꝛ your ſelues, ſappoſe one that bath nothing 
comes to craue pour loue, did he only reſpct your wealth 
without his owne wclfare (and her that thinkes to haue 
welfare without dealing wel with pon, he reckens with- 
out his hoſteſſe, and ſhal finde a new bil of charges) had he 
not mach better to hazſard the taking of a parſe by the 
bigh way: Yes doubtles, foz were be by that means 
bꝛought vnto miſerie, he might haue death at his cal, to rid 
bim from extremitie: but now being grieued vaceſſant- 
lv, he may ſœke foꝛ death, but mete with the dinell, hope 
fo: an ende, but felc the want of it continually. Pet come 
we to one further point, imagine ſome men that be ouer- 
unruly, deſire to haue acceſſe into pour companic, if you 
kno we them koꝛ ſuch companions, J would holde you vn- 
wiſe to admit them into your pꝛeſence, but ſhall your hart 
but ſay, I ſuſpect without trial, vou cannot sut-runne the 
crime of want of deſcretion. It is beft therefoꝛe, vou that 
feare (ach reſoꝛte, to harbour pour ſelues, during the tine 
of the heate of the market in ſuch places, as the countenan⸗ 
ces of your p2oteco2s ſhall pꝛeuent ſuſpect, and diſparage 
the pꝛactiſe of ſuch vndecent behauiour; oꝛ otherwiſe to 
app20p;tate vnto pour houſes ſuch helpes as ſhall ber 
hkely to foꝛeſtall the like miſchiefe. That euerv one may 
dee anſwered is Hone:.ics meaning, fo2 vnles they bee, 
they haue not their due, noꝛ do you ſhe we pour ſelues ta 
de mriched with that curteſie, which wid dowes deſcreti⸗ 
on doth challenge. Foꝛ let me tell vou, and enſure as ma⸗ 
nas knowe it net, that a man thall finde moꝛe picaſure 
in lying in the campe, being dayly thzeatned with the bul⸗ 
lets of his enemie, then in lodging with a wiſe , vnles his 
wiſdome be the greater. And Jknowe pon loke foz my 


reaſon, then fo2 this canſe, foz that their vnconſtancte 
bzedes 
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bꝛerdes moꝛe feare thenthe ſhot bꝛings hurt, and their ten 
der heart will craue moꝛe gouernement to content them, 
then the other will aſke foꝛecaſt to pꝛeuent the danger 
they bzing with them. Foz a ſkele coate reſiſtes the harme 
of amuſket, but what garment ſhall ant ſtand her thzeat- 
ning of the hozne: That man amongſt Souldiers is 
counted accurſt, that is ſtrucken with a great ſhot, and 
thathuſband thꝛiſe bleſt among married men, that is not 
continually wounded with ſome miſdemeanoꝛ, oꝛ other, he 
thalleſpie in his wife? well, J ſay no moꝛe, becauſe Jam a 
batcheler: but Honeſtie nutt ſpeake the trueth, oz ſhame 
will follow him, 

It is wiſdome to loke befoꝛe lepping, but extreame fol- 
lie to tand vpon nothing: her oꝛ ſhe that makes many 
doubtes, chall neuer want care, and ſhe wil il rule a charge 
that cannot charme a knaue. @peake the diuell faire and 
he will be ſatiſfied, and what woman knowes not how to 
flatter 2 It is god to knowe vice, that we map ſhun that 
euill, and as gad to trie the honeſtic of wwers, that you 
map not ſpeede the woꝛſe. You ſhall often finde a kings 
heart clad ina thꝛed⸗bare coate, and a ſenatoꝛs wiſdome 
harboꝛed in a youthfull head: vertne goes not by birth, 
noꝛ deſcretion by peares, fo2 there are olde foles, and 
poung councellers,counterfeit knaues x crabbed churles, 
the one being clad in a lambes ſkinne, and the other kept 
warme with Fore furre. Nature makes, but foꝛtune 
clothes, a titch knane therefoze map march in the habit of 
a true meaning gentleman, when poꝛe Honeſtie muſt goe 
as be is able, bee it in a mouldie caſſock. I haue heard 
{t credibly repoꝛted, that there was a ritch widdo we fell 
bere in England, which had left her lining enough to 
maintaine a pounger bꝛother, and vnto her did reſoꝛte ſuch 
an one, as had not ſildome flung out at a botie , noꝛ would 
haue carxed much if it had been his father, ſo he had met him 
in a conuenient place, This poung gentleman (vet not ve- 
rv voung, fo2 he was about fo2tie) came vnto this wid⸗ 
dobwe, to craue her god wil, vſing as ſperdie tearmes as he 
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defired quicke ſp&de, Hee tolde her his name, ſs welt 
knowne thꝛoughout the countrie foz a ſhifting liner, as he 
ſpake no ſoner then hee was well knowne vnto hir. 
Whome lhe vſed courteouſly, anſwering him after this oꝛ⸗ 
der. J hope gentle ſir (quoth ſhe) pou will gine me leaue to 
anſwer vou as ſpedely as pou bluntly aſke the queſtion: 
And with all inp heart (replied her,) foꝛ that is my deſire. 
Then aſſure you thus much ſaid ſhe) that if there were no 
moꝛe men in the woꝛld beſides pour ſelfe , J would not 
marrie with vou. A ſhoꝛt and ſower anſwere (quoth he) 
pet let met aſſure you, that onely ſuch an one (naming 
himſelfe) will haue pou, and ſo toke his leaue, depar⸗ 
ting in as god oꝛder, as ſhe had in kinde manner v⸗ 
ſed him. Shoꝛtly after at a mating with many of his 
companions, he craued their aide, finding them as foꝛ ward 


to perfo2me any thing her ſhould require, as be would 


with. Unto whome her ſhewed his whole intention, 
the rather deſiring their helpes, foꝛ that thewhad bern part- 


ners with him u as great hazards, well agreed vppon 


the match , they rode towards the widdowes houle, 
comming thither in the euening about ſupper-time, 
when it was very darke, whereby their companie 
coulde not ber deſcried. They knockte at the gate, and 
was anſwered by the pozter, that being aſked who 
wis withtn , certified them accoꝛding to his know⸗ 
ledge. Him they ſo hampercd, as gagde hee was and 
bound, being laide foꝛth of the way, which done, they pal⸗ 
ſed further, entring the hall with their dꝛawne ſwoꝛdes, 
where they found all the ſeruants at Supper, They had 
no lwcaponsneaere them but bones, being viuneete inſtrue⸗ 
ments to reſiſt armed men; and dogges they were not to be 
wonne by ſuch baites, Therefoꝛe eaſily one by one they 
were bannd and laide on a heape, the woer in theemeane 
time with two of his mates, being in the Parloꝛ with the 
wWoiddowe that was garded with two ſutoꝛs, being Gen- 
tienen of account in that Country; he vnmaſked him⸗ 
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come fo2 her: at what time one of them grewe cholerick, 
and I thinke it was he that was like ſt to haue ſped beſt, 
foꝛ he wasplaccd on the benche nerreſt to her hart, and 
dew his poyniard, the beſt weapon he hadat that inſtant, 
making as if he meant to darte the ſame; but vpen better 
conſideration had, be put vp his Dagger, and was conten⸗ 
ted to be hound with his fello we. All of them being bound 
they got y Midowe fo2th, and bound her with a towel 
behinde one of them, hauing befoꝛe their departure hid all 
the Saddles and turned foꝛth the Pozſes out from 5ᷣ houſe. 
Ouer a long plaine they rode x ſo thꝛough a wod, where 
being out of greateſt danger, he himſelfe the wocr got vp 
befoze the woiddowe, entreating her to conſider of their c- 
Tates, not ſo much he htmſeclfe reſpe&ing his own weale, 
as he regarded his ſreends welfare, whome he had dzawcn 
into that deſperate adion. But it was all in vaine, foꝛ a- 
gra ſhe would not, ſhe ſware rather to dye then to con⸗ 
ſent, which ſer med little to remedie his affedion. Tel, in 
ſhoꝛt time they were come to a place pꝛepared foꝛ Þ nonce, 
where they found a god fire with a Parſon, and other 
god companp, aſſembled together about the ſame matter, 
It was a wonderfull rainie euening, ſo that all of them 
were thꝛoughly wet, but there ſhe wanted nothing ſhe 
could deſire, noꝛ ſpared he kinde wozds to winne her god 
will, which was ſo long in grannting,as beloꝛe the obtai- 
ningofit, Hue and cry was followed into that Towne, 
TWhereof he hauingnotice,came to her with his laſt hope, 
willing her, that as ſhe was a woman, either then 92 neuer 
to conſent to the ſauing ok all their tines, When ſhe ſeeing 
no remedy, but either ſhe mulk relent oz they ropent u: 
will you(quoth ſhe) be god to my boy Jom? fo2 ſhe had one 
onely childe called Thomas, To ſay J would (replyed he) 
in this extremitie, might be ſaide to be but flatterie, 
but aſſure thy ſelle J will, and much better then J wil! 
boaſt on: vpon which agrrment, they were foꝛthwith 
maried. Sone after he called her aſide, and tolde her the 


was n2W his wife, whoſe credit was her godtegarde, we 
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hal, know (quoth he) be bꝛought foz this befoze Þ toun⸗ 
ſel, at which tune vnleſſe you vſe p matter thus cunning 
lye as to affirme this was pour owne p:aciſe, to ſhewe 
pour loue, and ſhun a bad repoꝛte, we ſhall not withſtan⸗ 
ding ſmart foz it. Which ſhe pꝛomiſed to do, and did in⸗ 
dtede no leſſe, all them being choztly after appꝛehended 
and bꝛought vp to anſwere it at the coũſell Table, where 
the tolde ſo god a tale foꝛ him and his fellowes to the cf- 
fe afoꝛeſaide, as the faulte was remitted and they diſ⸗ 
charged. Now that vou may vnderſtand how well he re⸗ 
quited this her kindnes, ſhe liued with him a long time, and 
vet leſſe then a doſen peeres, and dying left this god re⸗ 
poꝛte of his vſage towards her: namely, that neuer wo⸗ 
man liued with a moꝛe kinde man then ſhe had found him, 
with other ſuch pꝛobable tokens of the certainty thereof, 
as a Countrie can witnes the ſame, Him ſelfe liued not 
long after her, at his death leauing her ſonne Thomas fine 
hundꝛed pounds by the yere,oner and aboue his own Fa⸗ 
thers liuing, which he himſelfe had purchaſed by his good 
buſbandzie. 

What ſay you to this vnth2ifte? was not ſhe put to a 
fh:cwde triall; ſhe was and it pꝛoued paſſing wel. Wher- 


' foze then ſhould vonger bꝛothers be reieded, oꝛ why they 


that haue little be vnregarded: farely becauſe the hart is 
touetous and miſtruftfull, and womens mindes are as 
ſpiring being neuer contented. They ſo much thirfte after 
pzeferment, as often they ouer-leape amendement, and 
iumpe iuſt into a woꝛſer pꝛedicament. 

Manp loke ſo long foz aboundance of mucke, as 
as they fall into a quagmire of miſeries, hauing ſiluer to 
loke on, though wanting mony to ſupply many wants, 
hauing a faire ſhe we and a ſhꝛe wde keeper, one that hath 
moꝛe then enough, vet will not part with any thing: Ho- 
neſti'e knowes many of theſe, and they lle moꝛe then J 
can tell you, Who goes fo; the moſt parte woꝛſe ſyod then 
the Shomakers childe, and who hath leſſe moner in her 
pur ſſe then ſhe whoſe Huſband hath moſt in bis chelt? 
But 
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But foz that A am ſomewhat ſtraied out of my way, Y 
will return to my firſt widdowe befoze my ſhooes be quits 
wozne: Pyfozenamed Bacheler that neither by himſelfs 
oz his freends, could ſpeake with her to know her anſwer, 
deuiſed this conclufion,toſendher a Letter byafrend,not 
io much fo2 the matter there inſet downe,as that y might 
be a meane tocntice her to be ſpoken with, which inderde 
pꝛoued to ſome purpoſe. Foz to the Peſſenger the came, 
and after notice ginenfrom whome the Letter was ſent, 
gods Lo2d(quoth ſhe) did not my freend giue him his an- 
ſwerc: o, replyed the Peſſenger, foꝛ be cranes no moꝛe 
by this Letter. Surely (quoth ſhe) A thanke him foꝛ his 
god will, but Jam not minded that way. What wap(re- 
plyed he) not to marry? Yes ſaide ſhe, but not with one (a 
pong. Now you ſhall vnderſtand her ſimple excuſe, clean⸗ 
ly made, foꝛ in a mans judgement it would not be thought 
there was much difference betweene their ages. And as it 
was gathered after, ſhe meant one wap, and the Meſlen⸗ 
ger toke it an other, foz ſhe meant pong in ſubſtance, 
though he vnderſtod it fo2 peers: as after further talk ſhe 
plainely expꝛeſſed. What ſhall Honeſtic ſay moze of her? 
in ſoth nothing but to pꝛav either foꝛ the amendement of 
her and her companions, oꝛ elſe that this puniſhment map 
be inflicted bpon them: that is to ſay, that they map be ſa 
haunted vntill they deale better, as they may nat pepe 
koꝛthj If their honſes, without as much wondermen as the 
O ule hath that flicth in the day time. And do they deſerue 
leſle, that make foles? it hath beene a fuſtie ſaving, Qui 
moccat moccabitur, and vntill that pꝛoue true by pꝛactice, 
28 it falles out true often vnlokte foꝛ, we that are to ſped 
fall neuer finde better. Jfallmen willagre to Honeſtie, 
we wit kæpe a Cronicle of ſuch wenches, my ſelfe will be 
focak the regiſtreſhip, and though it be no great ofſice, vet 
it map do much god. But now toa fourth kinde. 

Aich were athꝛiſe⸗made, not a thꝛerd⸗ bare Widdow- 
er, and a fine tunes left Widdowe , both of them being fe 
much in Foꝛtunes bokes, as they were endowed with the 
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thouſands. They ſone agrerd vpon the matter, and with⸗ 


in a ſhoꝛte tine were married, vnto whoſe houſe hauing 
heard them boaſt of their ſubſtance, A often reſoꝛted to ſa 
what god chere they kept, J was twiſe there together 
in Chꝛiſtmas time, but neuer could ſe hotte mcate, vet 
god ſtoꝛe of tolo by reaſon they had had foure dates befoꝛe 
manygueſts. But ſince the holly dayes hoping foz hetter 
fare, A found him and ſhe ſet at a couple of red Herring, 


. ea llice of barrel butter, colde fare as I thought foꝛ a tueſ⸗ 


day ſupper, Alas how were the ſernants dieted, when 
they had no better? J would haue thought ö faulte to haue 
bene in her, vntill ſhe ſaide vnto me, that ſhe was ſoꝛrye 
ſhe had no better fare foz Honeſtie; when the olde Churls 
replied, holde ther content wife, he is welcome, I thanke 

God J haue this foz him. Ithanke pour wo2 ſhip ſaide 
J, though JI thought, J beſhzewe the Churles hart. 
But there of fozce mult J lodge tw, koz that J had 
oucr farre home, and he that had fedde me ſo hungerly, had 
found talke enough to kepe me with him till midnight. X 
muſt confeſſe I lay better then A had ſuppcv,lodgde in the 
next Chamber to themſclues, there being nothing but a 
thinne wall betweene vs. After my firſt leepe J heard 
them two very lowde, and though I did not greatly deſire 
to be a partaker of their ſecret, vet A could not choſe bnles 
J had bene either naturally oz artificially deafe. They 
were at ſahatte woꝛds, as he crved, out vpon thee old beg⸗ 
garly whoꝛe, with other moſt ſhamefull tearmes, ſhe tyer- 
by being foꝛced thus to complaine, Alas that cucr J was 
boꝛne to ſ& your face, I was no begger when A met with 
vou, foꝛ I bꝛought with me as god as twentie thonſand 
pounds, which now being at vour diſpoſition, vou deale 
thus crabbedly with me, mating together in reſpect but 
veſterdav: what hope reſteth to me of the end, ſceing the 
beginning is ſo bad! vou diet me with hardmeat, and cheer 
me ſuith crabbed vſage, can neither haue a penny in um 
purſſe, noꝛ a god oe to my fate. I græue to heare my 
&rumts repine thereat, though J cannet ainend it, and 
fo: 
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koꝛ that I tell vou of it which mavredꝛeſſe it, thus you re- 
ulle me. Holde thy peace olde whoꝛe (quoth he) 02 J will 
make thee, if they like it not, let them mend theirſelues, 
and either charme your toung oꝛ J will clapperclaw your 
bones: with which coling carde, ſhe was glad to be gui- 
et, as J gelle, fo2 J could heare no moze of her at that 
time. 

Now Honeſtic hauing leaſure to thinke of what he had 
beard, ſtill barpt of y twentie thouſand pounds, which as 
I thought, was meter to haue made a King, then to haue 
pleaſed a churle, withy J condemned his craelty,and piti⸗ 
ed her chaunce, ſo long thinking on her hardfo2tune, as J 
fella ſleepe, taking vp the remaant of my moznings nap. 
Well, befoze 3 roſemy olde carle was vp, and befoꝛe I 
was ready gone ah2oad, when ſuddenly comming fo:th 
ol my lodging, foꝛced ts paſſe thzongh his Chamber, J 
found the god olde woman ſhedding teares ſo abonndant⸗ 
lv, as J could not but greene foꝛ company, But ſiriitg me, 
ſhe rowzed vp her ſelfe and would haue ſhadowed her diſ⸗ 
content, vet at laſt aſſured I had heard the tarrc, the ſaide 
ſhe was ſoꝛrie J had bene diſquieted, the which J cx- 
cufed, ſaying, I was moꝛe greened fo2 her then foꝛ my diſ⸗ 
quieting foꝛ had that berne the woꝛſt, Honeſtic hath berue 
farre wo2ſe troubled. Ah god ſir (quoth ſhe) this is their 
foꝛtune that are couctous,fo2 J had enough left me to haue 
liued like a woman, if J could haue been ſo contented: but 
aiming at dignttie hath bern m deffruction, and longing 
after pꝛomot ion hath bꝛought me to this miſerie: my lait 
Duſband was accounted a god honſholder, and compa- 
nion to the beſt in the parith, but he being gone, and my 
hope to become a Lady,hath ledde me to this ill bargaine, 
Ah gentle Honeſtic, I was no meane woman when J met 
with him, but he thinkes foꝛ that Z haue turned nw Cloth 
to ſilke, he hath made me happie. How happie had J bene, 
if Jhad neuer ſœne him, but to late it is to wiſh, and folly 
to complaine, foꝛ that it was m owne choice that hatb 
matcht my ſclfe with ſuch a churle. He clothes me in gay 
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coates fo2 his owne credit, but with them cloyes me with 
multitudes of diſcontentments: abꝛoad he is gone, and 
perchaunce I ſhall not ſ& him till bed time, noꝛ are ſuch 
trickes plaide ſeldome, when he leaues nothing, what need 
ſoeuer we ſhould haue of anything, but what the houſhold 
p2ouiſton is, the beſt being no better the pour peſternights 
fare. Af he bꝛings any bodie home with hun, we muſt run 
to the Cokes to ſaue fiering, noꝛ can a bit of bread be ea⸗ 
ten without an account giuen to him, he ſcarcheth euerp 
coꝛner, + chides foʒ cuery candles end he findes miſplaced, 
and il perchaunce he happe on a cruſt, he will make as 
much ſtirre as if it were the loſſe of a Cow: he will pꝛie 
into the greace pot, and hunt alter the Tappe dꝛoppings, 
to be bꝛcfe, the creame pot ſhould be euerloke d by hun c- 
ucry dav once at the leaſt, and his fiering ſurueied as of- 
ten, a Cheeſe cannot be cut without his leaue, noꝛ a ſticke 
be burned without grutching. Noꝛ do J ſo much greeue at 
this in refpect of my ſelle, as fo2 that my ſeruants want 
their due, their want being moꝛe irlieſome vnto me, then 
this ſcant: foꝛ what will they let to repoꝛte, and who can 
blame them: oꝛ who will ſtaye in ſuch an houſe, and not 
without reaſon: ſo that dayly diſcredit is heaped on vs and 
continuM care foꝛ loking after newſcruants neuer from 
vs. This is my greateſt hart bꝛeake, and my ſute to haue 
this redꝛeſſed is our only bꝛeake⸗ peace. He fumes when A 
in{92mc him ok what J haue heard, and ſtampes when J 
tell him it is not well, no2 wil I tel the all, fo2 that this 
is to much, noꝛ ſhouldſt thou haue knowne of thus much 
ko2 me, except his crabbedues had made the path. But hark 
he is come in, fo2 the paſſion of God hide thy ſelfe, fo2 if he 
ſhould know thou wert not gon, he will miſtrutt vs, and 
ſmart I ſhall foꝛ vs both. 

Now the Dinell bꝛeake his necke, oꝛ God amend him, 
thaght J, vet fo2 feare of her harm J was contẽt to be lockt 
vp by her into a cloſet, where Iwas cõſtraind to ſtay while 
5 teeth chattered in my head, befoze we could be rid of him, 


Ae ll, at laſt by god foztune a companion of his feteht him 
{a;th 
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foꝛth to dinner, who being gone, J was let foꝛth, an extra⸗ 
oꝛdinarp fler being made foꝛ my welcome down, t to make 
me a mends, ſhe had ſent a bꝛacelet ſhe had, of which he 
knew not, to paune, pꝛouiding ſo god fare foꝛ my Dinner, 
as J was not at better all the Chꝛiſtmas. But while we 
were eating of it, our mirth could not be much, her keare 
was ſo great of his comming home, but we making as 
quick ſpede as our teeth would let vs, after we had done 
I thanked her, taking my leaue and departing. Mel, my 
backe was ſcarce turnde, when ſhe bid her men and maids 
to beſtirre them that the kitchen might be dꝛeſt vp and the 
remnant of our Chꝛiſtmas fire to be quencht and caſt into 
the pꝛiuie, leaſt his ſearch ſhould finde out the bꝛandes, and 
that bꝛerde no little diſquietnes to them all. Alas poꝛe 
wꝛetch thought J, how manyſeruants are there which 
liue at moe eaſe and ſtand in leſſe awe then thoudoſt? Js 
this a wiues poztion? doubtles no, but a iuſt plague fo: 
couetouſnes, foꝛ they which cannot vſe a benefite when 
they haue it toa god purpoſe, ſhall want it when they 
Would, and ſeeke it when they cannot finde it. Couetouſ- 
nes ſhall not eſcape hell, foꝛ how farre I pꝛav vou was ſhe 
from it: her god daies died with her matching with hum, 
and ik there be any purgatoꝛy betweene vs and hell, the 
was in it, and thereby at the nert doꝛe to that dungeon. J 
would but all couetous mindes were plagued but with a 
dꝛanme ofthe like diſcontent, J would haue theirs but a 
ſeauen⸗nights puniſhment, whereas ſhe muſt endure per- 
aduenture ſeauen yeres toꝛment. Honeſtie thinkes ſuch a 
meſſe of miſerie would bꝛing them to a banquet of happt- 
nes at their deliuerie from that wꝛetchednes. If many of 
our cove dames that cannot be content with any thing, 
and are ſo curious, as daily dainties ſeeme nothing vnto - 
them, were but pincht a while with her mozſeiles, J am 
perſwaded it would ſane their huſbands a great deale of 
charges in their diet thence after, and would make their 
ſeruants much happier, by being freed from much needeles 


labour. Their houſes would be pulled downe, and the 
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delight of their curious poked rnffes would be ſect aſide, 
they would not reſpect Þ ſuperfluous diſhes theyvſe, noꝛ 
regarde their ſuperſtitions curioſitic in rubbing y flowꝛes 
of their houſes : what ſhould J ſay moꝛe: they would vſe 
obedience towards their Yuſbands moꝛe, and bꝛawling 
with their ſeruants leſſe, they would thinke of their owne 
happie liues + pittie others; they would ſ@ke to pleaſe, and 
be moꝛe eaſily plcaled ; they would liue contentedly, and 
be thank ſull koꝛ fo great pꝛoſperit ie. 

Che fiſhe that hath b rne ſkricken with the hok, feares 
the baite; the childe that hath burnte his fingers, dꝛeades 
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the candle; the hoꝛſe that hath bene puniſhed with the 


ſpurre, ſuſpecs the wagging of the herle, and the app2che- 


ded therfe, begins to thinke on the halter. TAhat delight 
bꝛings ſwerte things vnto themthat neuer taſted ol ſharp 
ſauce: oꝛ what an indifferent opinion carrie they of pꝛo⸗ 
ſperitie, that haue neuer beene in miſer te? The vnridden 
Colte bites the ſnaffic while the olde hozſe is gladto play 
with the bit, and they that are vſed to ſhackles, weare the 


without much annoiance: fo2 that it is vile that gets 


experience, and experience that brings p2ofit, TWhen a 
turſt Cow hath ſhazt hoꝛnes, harme is leſſe ſuſpected,and 
ik a crabbed cur be muſled there can be no danger. There 
are both baites to ent ice, and bobbes to make to fagbearc: 
allurements ts winnc, and coꝛrections to dꝛiue away; and 
he that thought this to be needefull, knowes beit to vſe it, 
which happens alwates to vnbꝛideled nouices: once god 
ſpede egges vs to a ſecond aduenture, and ift wiſe a therke 
hath eſcaped the halter, he will neuer leaue vntill he pur⸗ 
chaſe tiboꝛne. y laſt Huſband was ſo god, makes ſoine 
ſo deſirous ofa ſecond, as their haſtic bargainc bꝛinges o⸗ 
uerlate repentance. Like will to like, quoth the Duell to 
the Collier, and ſome will neuer be ſatiſũed vntill their 
mouthes be filled with Clay, He that hath enough ſakes 
foꝛ moꝛe, and ſo carrie a great countenance care not 
how Jam beloued. Jndeede what cannot moncy do that 
will bure any thing, and yet honeſtie wiil purchaſe that 

Which 
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which all the muck in the woꝛld cannot compaſſe, namely 
a god repoꝛt foꝛ euer. Mho knowes not that the coue⸗ 
tous man cannot line quietly, and why wil we not knowe 
that the aſpiring minde ſhall be bꝛougbt lowe: The lone 
cf your wealth is in pour owne hands, but the key ol pour 
wittes kept by a higher guide. Vou maychole a ritch man 
and hunt arter an heneſt (vet ritches and honcſtic noe ſil⸗ 
dome together) but to ſap it ſhall be fo2 your weale muſt 
traue ansthers leaue. Hee that giues all things can giue 
ther both, and if thou wilt taſte of his liberalitie, built on 
his charitte,ſuſpec not and ſpeede well, feare and ſpee de ill, 
let therefoze all thy care be built on his kindenes, and thou 
wilt be better contented with a kinde begger then a crab⸗ 
bed churle. To take heede by another mans harme is a lo⸗ 
uing warning, but if thou wilt needes try, take the hazard. 
Ahen our neighbours henſe is on fler, we haue neede to 
beſtirre vs, and he that ſits fill at ſuch an er tremetio, is 
woꝛthie totaſte of the like miſerie. To loke cre we lep 
is god counſell, vet to loke hartely and lep faintly, makes 
many to fall into a ditch dangeronlly, well a woꝛd to a 
wiſe man is enough, and there are few women but haue 
ſtoꝛe of wit, il they adde diſcretion vnto it. Honeſtie ther⸗ 
foze wiſhes them to vſe it ſo well as they neuer ſpeede ill. 
A ift ſoʒte no followeth, which was a couple ſtan⸗ 
ding in the midſt of the company, both of them being of e⸗ 
tzuall peares. He was a poung ciuill gentleman, no leſſc 
pꝛoper then her ſeemed wiſe, his diſcreet gouei nement 
beautifving both; but ſhe, though ſher had wit at will and 
was very pꝛoper, vet lacked the the other ſtep to wiſ⸗ 
dome, namely difcreetencs in her behauioꝛ. Her immodeſt 
ſondnes gaue ſuſpect of vncitull lightnes, ſo that her cucr- 
foꝛwardnes ſeemed to oncrlay her louers affection. Sher 
would hang about his neck befoꝛe ali that company, as a 
lacke of Ravcs Toth ſitting on the bear heards ſhculder, 
and kifle as openly as a dog ſconbers carcleſly, She fol- 
lowed him at heles like a tantinie pigge, and hong about 
hun as if pinned to his tence, He could not ſtirre witbeut 
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her companp, noꝛ ſcarce goe to make water, but ſhe would 
awaite on him. Thus much did ſhe not let to doe opentp, 
and therefo2c J had the moꝛe deſire to ſe how ſhe ſpent 
her time ſecretly: which was as contraric as might bæ, 
foz whereas ſhe would bee mad merrie in hiscompany, in 
his abſence ſhe would be as mad melancholie. Sher then 
would ſit in a coꝛner, as a dogge doth that is crept into a 
hole, hauing done a ſh:oude turne, wetting her couch 
with tear es foꝛ the lack of her ſweet heart, as a childe doth 
the bed fo2 want ol a chamber⸗ pot. But being in a god 
vaine, ſhee would pen paſſionate ſonnets, and in that hu⸗ 


moꝛ did J once take her when ſhe had newly finiſhed this 
amoꝛous dittie. ä 


Ad is the time while my deare loue is abſent: 

Eiſe waile my miſſe and tongue bewailes him wanting: 
Heart bleedeth teares that doo encteaſe my torment, 
And yeelds forth ſighes which ſet it ſelfe a panting, 
While he is abſent, ſuch is my delight 
As is the ſaylers in a ſtormie night. 


If Ichaunce ſing, with ſighes my ſongs be graced, 
And in my tunes my grones my baces be: 
Grieuous complaints are forthe trebles placed: 
The meanes be tearts, the tennor miſerie. 

Foure partes I beate and want the fifte alone, 
Which is my ioye that with my loue is gonc. 


When I ſhould ſpeake, my tongue forgets it talkin g: 
When I ſhould write,my fingers are benonimed: 
When I ſhould goe, my feete haue loſt their walking, 
And euery part is dead of ſence bereaued. 

Nor can I tell what is the cauſe of this, 

Except becauſe my heart with him gon is. 


Thus dayes are nights to me while he is wanting, 
And merieſt ſongs are plaintes for ioy departed : 


My 
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My mirth is — ſorrowe ſuccor wanting, 
And ſences gon my bodie haue vnharted, 
Sothat Iliue aliue as being dead, 

And by his abſence ſole, this death is bread. 


After the ſelfeſame oꝛder ſpends ſher her well ſpent 
time, vtelding ſuch bitter ſighes, while the ts ſetting down 
the like paſſions as a hoꝛſe doth hartie neeſes, that is trou⸗ 
bied with an extreame colde. Then pauſing a while on 
that ſhe hath done, weighing the eſtate of her lamentable 
caſc,ſhee caſtes her ſelfe vpon hir bed, {:carying againft 
the fates the rancoꝛ of her heart atter its anner. Un⸗ 
iuſt and cruell ſiſters, that haue p2oloinge2 my dapes to 
endurethis miſerie; is this the fo:cc of vour cecrœ, to de⸗ 
creaſe my top by inctreaſii g my dives? Hane you dꝛawne 
to this length the thꝛead of er life, now to cut the 
ſame with ſa ſharpe an edge tale: Crueli and vakinde 
are pe ſo crabbedly to deale with a poꝛe virgin, ſuffering 
me to line to endure this crueitie. There making a full 
point, would ſhe lie gaſping as if ſhe were giuing vp the 
Ghoſt, till at length hauing gathered winde, ſher would 
thus begin to murmur againſt Fortune. Unconſtant dame, 
ſo much delighting in mutabilitie, as all thy tove is to alter 
chances, How wanering is thy wherle, and how vncer⸗ 
taine thy fauonrs, the one ſtill turning, and the other ne⸗ 
ner remaining long where fo ere they are beſtowed 2 
Tas this the pittie of your heart, to ſet downe ſo umner⸗ 
cfiill a dome, as I ſhould alwates reſt vahappie 2 Yor 
whirle pour where about to pleaſe your ſc!fe with the 
turning, tolüng thereby vnto me one miſerie vpon ano- 
ther: then caſing me of that burthen, to make the nert 
ſeeme moꝛe diſpleaſing vnto me, thou che wes me my harts 
love, and ſets me on the top of delight to beholde the difle 
rence betbeene weale and woe, But from thence thorn 
thꝛoweſt me as quickly downe, as J was tovfully ſeated, 
ietting thy whele reſt as ouerlong, while J lie in the dun⸗ 
geon of vnceaſing paine, as it did to to little tay at the 


height 
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height ol my pleaſure. Thau glues me kinde; woꝛds, and 
cruell fare, happie fightes and hoꝛzrible beart⸗ahcs, thou 
ſhewes me reſt and fees me with trouble, ſettung nie at the 
table of dainties, vet binding my bands leatt J ſheuld 
tonch them, ſo far am J from taſting ef their ſweetnes, 
Unkinde and vnconſtant koztune, whatchunchadmm⸗ 
kinde to be charmed to thy beck, and wherem are we moꝛe 
vnfoꝛtunate, then in being foꝛced to obay koꝛtuue? To 
which taterrogation, her ſelke would anſwere with a flat 
mad fit, curſing her parents that begot her, her birth day 
wherein ſhee was bꝛought foꝛth, the nurſe that gaue her 
ſucke, the cradle th t lulled her a ſlæpe, death loꝛ that hee 
ended not her dayes, and her ſelle foꝛ that he was, Now 
tearde lhe her haire from her head, anon ſhe vnappareiled 
her ſelfe to hir ſmocke, then like a ſpirit would thee daunce 
the Moꝛrice about the chamber, and ſone ſoſſing her ſelfe 
do bone by the ficrs ſide, ſit uo les ſenceles then her actions 
had bien witleſſe, a long time reſting as ina traunce. 
But at laſt as ouerlate comming to her ſelfe, the would, 

lokingon her ſelfe, ſreme to bee afraide of her ſelke, loz- 
rowfull to ſee the fruite of her fozſakenreaſon, and rifing 
would ſone make her readie. Being readic cher fell vpon 
her knees, crving the Gods mercie, and powꝛung fo2th a⸗ 

boundance ok tcarcs, in token of her penttencie. And 
after that being indeede in her righteſt minde : ſhe take 
her lute finging to her fingering this ſonnet. 


VV Har bootech loue, that li ing wants his ion e? 
Grieuous that ioy which lackes his hearts- content: 

The ſight of ſweete in caſting of anoy 

Ads but more grieſe to former hearts-rorment., 


What ſweet in loue to liue debarr'd of loue? 

Soure is that ſu eete as houny mixt with gal! : 
T que with vnteſt the heart to paſsions moue 
That fighing ſing, and ſinging ſigh withall, 
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While eyes beholde the pleaſure of my heart 
Heart ioyes through eyes in gayning of that ſight: 
But when that pleaſure from mine eyes doth part 
Heart partes with ioy and reſts in heauie plight, 


And tongue may ſing a hei ho for my heart | 
That through mine cyesdoth finde both ioy and ſmart, , 


Which muſick would bee ſo mefamozphoſed , as in 
truth her ſinging would turne to ſighting, and her playing 
tocomplaining, whenin a rage ſhe woulo thzowe her late 
downe, beginning to dilate on her loues vnkindnes, that 
could be ſo cruell to ſtay foure and twentie houres from 
ber. Now found the fault with her (elfe fo2 being ſo fond 
on him that foꝛbeared ſo carelelly her companie , and by 
and by in a great rage ſwearing to foꝛſake him, the ſet⸗ 
led her ſelfe to frame a rapling letter foz a laſt fare well. 
But befoze ſhe had ſcarce w2itten an vnkinde woꝛde, 
the pauſed on the matter, caſting both pen inke and paper 
from ber, vet vpon her ſecondaduice about ſhe goes with 
a freſh charge to pen a crabbed charme, and had gone ſo 
farre as ſhe had ſet downe, Fie vnkinde wretch. And there 
againe in a doubt of going fozward oꝛ leauing the reſt vn- 
done, ſher gnawed ſo long vpon her pen in ſtudying what 
to doe as ſhe had eaten it almoſt quite vp. But at laſt with 
a reſolution ſhe played the woman, falling into ſo kinde a 
vaine of ſcoulding, as ſhe had charged him with a thouſand 
diſcourteſies foꝛ miſfing one nights reſozte vnto her. And 
as the was concluding her colour with a pꝛoteſtation, ne- 
uer to deſire to ſe his face againe, in came one of her ſi⸗ 
ſters with newes that Paſter Anthony was belowe, 
Which ſo quite purged her of her melancholie,as in a rage 
ſhe rent the paper, and caſt all her anger with it into the 
fler, poſting with ſuch haſte to her ſweete-heart,as in ſtead 
of running downe ſhe tumbled downe a whole paire of 
ſfavzes, Which bad beginning was carelelly put ouer 
with the conceiued joy of his Wiki he — 
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dim with a kiſſe, foꝛ that he was not foꝛ ward enough, te 
beſtowe on her the like fauour. But ere long, ſher began 
toperceane that Paſter Anthonie was changed, being no⸗ 
thing ſo frolick of his kindnes as her had ben, and it was 
no maruel. Foz ſome repoꝛte of her foze-uſed fondnes was 
tonie to his eares, that being noſmall froſt to nip his foꝛ⸗ 
mer affection; lo that his onely comming was tomake 
that concluſion ſhe was of late tmagintng., ſone finiſhing 
in wiſeanddiſcreet tearmes that her ſuſpect was penning. 
Upon whoſe departure, with the paune left of his reſo⸗ 
lution,mp minion fel into a ſound, there being ſuch a ſtirre 
fo2 her reconerie,as what foꝛ running fo2 aqua vitæ, po- 
ing foꝛ ale, plying warme cloathes and ſuch like, there 
was no leſſe rule then is in a tauerne of great reſoꝛte. 
Here foꝛſoth, ſaith ſhe that had the aqua come quickly, Bp 
and by anſwered ſher, being called that went foz the ale, 
the reſt no otherwiſe replying to euer v queſtion and com⸗ 
maunde, TUell at length life was got in her, though no 
wo2ds could bee dzawne from her, but being got to bed, 
ſhe ſong ere long like a bird of Bedlam, 

In which fit J left her, moꝛe pittving her peniſhnes 
then her paſſions, the rather leſſe regarding either foꝛ that 
J knew that violent fit would not ſtay long. But to tell 
vou what Honeſtic thought all this while, foz J knowe 
that is pour longing, and if you beſhꝛowe any body, blams 
her fo2 not letting you haue pour will ſoner , by keeping 
meſo long there againſt mp will. Foz vnwilling J was 
to ſtay there ſo long, and as loath to leaue her befoꝛe ſhee 
had left at a full point; That you might know all was my 
— ſince I haue mine now, you ſhall not be long 

without your wil. She neuer ſighed hartely, but I laught 
as merely, being as often readie to piſſe my b2&che foz 
iope, as ſhe was to ſhed teares, which came from her as 
had at commandement. And wherefoꝛe was Honeſtic thus 
vncharitable thinke pou, reioycing at his neighbours mi⸗ 
ſerie 2 Surely becauſe her ſelfe was ſo foliſh to bee ſo diſ⸗ 
quictlymoued with nut-ſhels ; would it not haue _ 8 
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hoꝛſe bꝛeake his halter, to ſæ her miumble to her ſelſe as an 
ape mowes at his own ſhaddow. Doubtles, map I ſpeake 
it without the ſuſpect of arrogancp, Honeſtie hath as much 
dolde of his ciuilitie, as a mare hath of her honeſtie, and 
pet J might as well be hanged, as be kept from being 
merry when ſhe mourned, A Camelion cannot change 
ber ſelfe into mo2e kinde of colours then ſhe would vſe 
change of motions, Sometimes ſhe would walke with 
her hands claſped and her eyes caſt vp to heauen, as if ſhe 
were ſent fo2, with all ſpeede ta render an account of her 
paſſtons. Anon ſhe would runne about the chamber like a 
bare that had loſt her way: then by and by would ſhe houle 
like a kinde dogge that had loſt her maſter. After that 
girne like a onkie that ſees her dinner, and ere long be as 
dead as a doꝛe naile, lving by the ficr ſide as a block doth at 
the backe of achimney. And this laſt ſimile pꝛoues not 
woꝛtt, foꝛ ſhe burned no lefſe th2ongh the cinders of to 
kinde affection, then the logge doth with the helpe of 
charke⸗coles. 

Was not this a monſtrous fit , that had ſo many moti⸗ 
ons: Whyp if Honeſtic ſhould tell you how ſhee would 
ſometimes bite of her owne nailes, knocking the wall 
with her fete, pzaunſing on the ground, and lepping of 
and on the bed, you would thinke her had to doe with an 
varuly fade. Fie noſhe was a mankinde creature, and I 
would not offend them foꝛ a kingdome : but this Hone- 
ſtie is ſuch a peſtilent ſpie- fault, as he cannot ſe a wench 
out-ſfart the bounds of modeſtie, but ſtraight he hollowes 
the ſight of a ſtriker , thinking it vnpoſſible that if ſhe 
want maidenly behauiour ſhee can haue womanly hone- 
ſtie. Well A knowe ſome will ſay hee is a pickthanke, 
but were not they ſhonne-thankes thep would ſpeake bet- 
ter of Honeſties ſonne. But thus much fo2 Honeſties credit, 
and now againe to my crad⸗loue, that had crauled ſo farre 
into affections extremitie, as ſhe had loſt the habit of her 
cuſtomers curteſie. J went once moꝛe of denotion to ſ& 
her, becauſe J left her in ſo extreame an agonie: and it was 
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within two dayes after. Whome then J found claſped 
within a new louers pawes, as tocunde with him of mine 
honeſtie, as euer I ſawe her pleaſant with Paſter Anthc« 
nie And what thought Hone ſlie then thinke you: in faith 
no other wiſe then J am allured pou doe now. J thought 
bpon ſuch fondnes, the pꝛouer be was builded, hot loue wil 
be ſone colde, but euough of that in another place, and 
thus mich moꝛe of her at this time. 

She wac as glad J warrant you of a louer, as a werted 
lade is of a faire wap, and he being tyꝛed is net moꝛe glad 
of a ſt able, then the was deſirous of a babell : it is onely. 
foꝛ rune at this inſtant, and there foꝛe lot it paſſe (4 pꝛav 
vou) with vcur fanour ; but whether it doth oꝛ no, J be⸗ 
ſhzꝛewe my name if J get anv blame. Foꝛ my tongue will 
nat amble out of the trueth, though A ſhould digge out mp 
guttes with the Spurre, Beware leaſt vou offend, 
There is one ſtill at mine elbowe, and ſaves Jmuſt take 
heede how Jdiffemble,fince Honeſtie 1s become a deitie. 
I would X were not, oꝛ went not ſo vnulſible, foꝛ then J 
ſhould not craulc ſo eaſily into maydens chambers, and 
heare them boaſte of ſo many fauours beſtowed by them 
on this day, ſo many kiſſes giuen to one, another valo- 
ſing her garter,yea andſhe thought hee went not high c- 
nough. Well but that Jammercifull, and will not name 
vou that are ſo immodeſt as to boaſt of ſuch lightnes, fo? if 
I ſhould, I ſhould quite fray away many of M. Anthonies 
compantons,from beſtowing theiraffections on ſo liberal 
Whipſters. But Jlape no moze fo: ſhame, hoping 1 
{hall haue no cauſe to ſpeake of the like againe , yon 
will become ſo ciuill, then thus much fo2 you, and now 
to another, 

This way a coy dame whoſe nice ſtrangenes moucd 
me not to the leaſt admiration : ſhe ſlode iuſt at the do2e, 
to whom not ſo few as twenty had in my veine made ſuite, 

They were of ſundꝛie ſciences, and of all degrees that had 
toke the dentall of her, which made mee the rather to ad⸗ 
mire the cauſe, and to obtaine my longing, 3 2 
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ſelfe that night vnder her bed. When ſhe was layed, and 
one of her mothers maides with her, ſhee began thus to 
parly. Wot you what Nan (quoth ſhe) how many ſutoꝛs 
thinkes thou haue I ſent packing to dapye 2 Not ſo many 
(anſwered the maide) as yon did the laſt time you were 
there. Pes faith girl? double ( replied ſhe.) And found vou ſo 
many faultes in theſe (quoth Nan) as pou did in the other? 
Bay Itrow wench (anſwered ſhe) J let not them paſſe in 
whom J diſcouer not many ouer-fippes. And what were 
their faults I p2ay vou, quath the girle? Some of them had 
ſtoze cf wealth (anſwered ſhe) but little honeſtie, other 
were honeſt enough, but to to hard faugured; ſome had 
gad faces, and bid hadies; other being pꝛoper, had crab- 
bed countenances, ſome were amiable foꝛz fanocur, perfect 
of bodie, vet ill legged; other which were well legde, ſha⸗ 
led with their fete oꝛ were ſplafaoted;and to be bꝛiefe, thev 
that trode right were either clouterly caulfed, tree like ſet, 
ſpindle ſhankte, oꝛ bakerly kneed ; onely there were two 
erquiſitely ſhapte, whereof one was to tall, and the other 
to to lowe. Thus much foz their parts, and now to their 
pꝛoperties. 

They that were wealthy were mcanely qualited, and 
they that had many god pꝛoperties were moniles: ſome 
had god toungs and ſpake well, hauing as ill geſtures, o⸗ 
thers were rich and ſcemed wiſe, thoſe J ſuſpected to be 
wenchers. And tomake as choꝛte woꝛke in telling thee of 
them, as J made ſperdie haſte in ſending them packing; 
either I millikte their eſtates, ſcoꝛned their perſonages, 
lothed their want ok qualities, oꝛ could not away with 
their kinde of wing. But ſhal Jbe ſo bolde (quoth Nan) 
to aſke you one moꝛe queſtion? I twentie and thou wilt, 
fo; in faith J haue no liſt to fleepe. In ſoth fozſoth, then 
(quoth the girle)what manner of man ſhall he be, with 
whom pou will match? Pary ſuch a one (anſwered ſhe) 
as ſhalbe the onely matchles creature in the woꝛlde. But 
how will you merte with him replyed Nan 2 As he ſhall 
light vpon me by Foꝛtune. 4 Foꝛtune is blinde 2 
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the wench) and may lead him to another in ſteade ol von. 
Pet as lhe is blinde (replped the other) ſo is ſhe a Goddeſſe 
a god ſuppoꝛter of my chaunces, and J know my repozte 
is ſet ſonere her elbowe, as ſyc cannot foꝛget me if ſhe 
would. 

Jmarry ſirs you talk of a wench, and what wts this 
ofa pꝛoud one? is it not great pittie but nature ſhould 
haue compaſſion on this neate creature, and ſhape foʒ her 
a mirrour of meane woꝛth: Now of my troth Honeltie 
likes ſuch an one, and why thinke you? J will tell vou my 
reaſon, and if it iumpes with your conceite, ſay vou miette 
with a kill Crowe. J am aſſured that they that are of my 
minde ſhall eſcape a great deale of trouble, foꝛ of mine ho⸗ 
neſtie, if J ſhould light on ſuch an one, J know certainely 
I ſhould be quickly rid of a nere nuſhap, in being pꝛeuen⸗ 
ted of matching with a nice ninnie, by a nice body: foꝛ not 


being the paragon of the woꝛlde, would keepe me from 


marrying with the onely paltrie one of Þ woꝛlde: whether 
then thinke pou ſuch to be p2ofitable members of a com- 
mon wealth: Howſoeuer you think, Honeſtie hath ſaid, 
he thinks them hurtfull to none thateſcape the,fo2 y their 
folly onely hurtes themſelues, doing god to others, in the 
like manner as he hath tolde pou, Trot vou and you will 
to trye your Foꝛtune, and runne to woe ſuch curious cu⸗ 
ſtomers, but ſay I bid vou take herde, leaſt you reſiſt god 
lucke, by being impo2tunate to wwe them, with whome 


vou ſhall winne a maſſe of manner-les Bonkilh trickes. 


And J ſpeak cſpecially to you, that hunt after monſters of 
mode ſtie, deſiring to haue the maidens pou would matche 
with, as very matrones as pour mothers, Weware you 
light not vpon an ouer wearied conceipted ſollom⸗ bird, be⸗ 
ing one that hath beene ſa curious to be talkte with of any 
as hauing liued ouer long without one, is become glad of 
any. Honeſtie knowes ſuch, and pou may bc troubled with 
ſuch, and how can vou thinke pour ſelues vnwoꝛthie: In 
faith ill conceited birds, if you thinke your ſelues ſo vn - 
wiſe, as vou are viable to gouern a wilde wench, pou will 
ſhewe 
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ſhe we pour ſelues moꝛe foliſh, if pou match with a nice 
no⸗maide. But what ſaide Honeſtie:? be there any ſuch? A 
that there are, oꝛdained foꝛ thenonce,to nurture ſuch nods 
dies. It is as eaſie to be miſlead by hypocriſie, as it is follie 
to truſt to an vncertaintie, and it is moꝛe vncertame to 
know now a dates whether a woman bee honeſtly mo⸗ 
deſt, oꝛ knauiſhly cope, then whether a @mithfelde hozſe 
will pꝛoue god, oz iadiſh. 

Str how Jhauea tale by the end of a ninnte of my now 
handled maidens qualitie, which was a iſers Daughter 
in the low Countries. Who was ſo pꝛoper a peece of fleſh, 
as I can tell vou we haue not many Oyſter women that 
out goes her in hoke ſhoulders. By repoꝛte ſhe was a 
loucly one, but that ſhe was monſtrous blobber lipt, and 
ſfoptſomewhat vnreaſonably in the vpper parte of her 
backſide,bat that is nomatter, her father was richer then 
moſt in that Countric,and why ſhould not ſhe thinke her 
ſelfe the pꝛopereſt ofa thouſand? of Honeſties woꝛd ſo by 
likelyhode ſhe did, and if vou ſay not ſo anon, then ſay 4 
haue heard a lye. She thought her ſelfe ſo pꝛoper, as none 
vnder a Burges his eldeſt Donne might ſue vnto her, and 
he to to be no faultie gallant; foz he with all commers 
ſhould be ſo ſurelv ſifted by her, to ſer whether they trod 
their Hoes aw2y oꝛ no, as the Miller doth the griſt befoze 
be mingles chalke amongſt it. She would haue a fling at 
their heades, to ſer whether they were round like a ball, 
02 long like a bottell, and ſo from euer parte, til ſhe were 
paſt the vndermoſt parte of their Pantoples. And in all of 
them ſhe would be ſure to finde ſome fault oz other, the 
leaſt being a ſufficient cauſe to cut off their pꝛoctedings. 
Thus dealt ſhe ſo long, as at laſt her doultiſh age was vn- 
awares come vpon her, making her fuſtie curisſit ie a 
ſhamefull|mockerte thꝛoughout the Countrie ; ſo that 
the generall repoꝛte of her bꝛuted gnompnie made her 
growe glad of anycompante : and now faine would the be 
married, though loth to encreaſe her ſhame by matching 


with farre woꝛſe then ſhe had refuſed being offered, and 
therekoze 
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tberet̃oꝛe thinking to hinder the make⸗ſperde of mur mured 


ignonunie, with a craftie colour of a continuing care to 
couple her ſclfe to one of Foꝛtunes darlings ſhe concluded 


there chould be a Lotterie, and whoſe chaunce it was to be 

ꝛzꝛa wen by her h uld onely poſſeſſt her w thered ſelf. Nou 
muſt thinke that many were glad to win her, foꝛ whom 
almoſt will not wealth woe to a bad bargaine: Py to2te 
repoꝛtes that ot all ſoꝛtes, ſome foꝛ paſtinie and others foz 
pꝛofite, vut their ſcrolles into foꝛ times budget, and on ths 


dap when my mintans dꝛakt Gould be manifeited, who 


ſhould haue her by lot, but ſuch an one as Tom-witles is, 

that will crp if one offer to take away his bable. 
Aſutable mate foꝛ ſo long aſearch; there was but one 
grand fole in a Country, and ſe how Foztune had kept 
her foꝛ him. Now ſuch chaunce follow like curious cove 
wenches, and may neuer wiſer perſons match with them. 
And are they not thinke you the merteſt foꝛ them? Foz 
they deſire to haue them, that haue the ſmalleſt faults, and 
Honeſt:e thinks it » leaſt fault in a man to be a fole. Who 
is moꝛe pꝛoude then afole, and what woman moꝛe coy fog 
the moſt parte then ſhe that hath leaſt reaſon fo2 it? The 
Crow likes her own birde beſt, though it be the blackeſt, 
and would not we haue women thinke well of tbẽſelues: 
I pꝛap poau let them haue their willes, oꝛ they will whe- 
ther you will oꝛ no; and if pon like them not vou map 
leaue them, and with as godreaſon as they will be ſure ts 
deale ſo with vou, vnleſſe pau highly pleaſe them. The 
Aſſe hath a curious eve, and makes his pace ſo lowe; foꝛʒ 
ſhoꝛt legges will trippe at enery ſtone, and what, ſhe is 
not afraide to fall on a ſtone? And reaſon to, but they will 
neuer be happie, vntill Tom fle and his fellowes be ba⸗ 
niſht fo: thꝛowing ſtones at them which often hurt their 
bellies, whereas their falling bꝛeakes but their kners. A⸗ 
las poꝛe aſſes that your eves cannot kepe you from bur- 
thens, as they make pon ouer-lcape often vnknowne di⸗ 
amondes. But what are moze pꝛetious then pleaſing 
thoughts, and what fancies are moꝛe full of plcaſure then 
| thoſe 
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thoſe that moſt extoll our ſelues. This arrogancie ts an 
infectious peſtilence; foꝛ we get pꝛide one from an other, 
as we purchaſe the plaguc in amoztalitte. But once moze 
returne we to the merry talke of our cope Maiden. 

Alter a long pꝛogreſſe paſſed in deſcription of the ſweet 
hart ſhe would haue, being ſuch an exquiſite pꝛoper quali⸗ 
ted Squire, as is ſcarſe one in a whole Countrey, Þ maid 
fell with her to this point: Now ol my troth (quoth the) 
by your leaue J am not of your minde, fo2 ſuch a matchles 
fcilowets as mæte a baite to entice many women to do 
his wife w2ong, as a faire woman ſhall haue ſutoꝛs to 
dw her Puſband a ſhzcwde turne, And therefoze as A 
would not wiſh to be matcht with ſucha crabbed peece of 
fleſh as none tan fancic, ſo defire not A to holde a mark foz 
euery one to ſhote at, the rather foz that there are fews 
men which will refuſe a kinde offer. Beware when the 
woman woes, if ſhe be perceiued to be fozward to ſome 
diſpoſitions, ſhe ſhall not want the offering of a bob: fo 
that the bobbing bable ſhall bob the fole with her own cu- 
rious choice, Which knauiſh quip did ſo nip my Piſtres 
Daughter on the head, as in troth ſhe left arguing and fell 
harde to ſcolding. 

This is bobbing with a witnes thought Honeſtie, but 
ſurely it were pittie it ſhould not be true in ſome caſes, 
and in thoſe onely would J with it true, that ffrine ſo ſar 
to out⸗goe their fellowcs in ſuperextellent obieces. 
Beware the Fore that hath the ſmatheſt ſkinne, it is 
ſigne his coate is olde, and his wit not young, he will bs 
ſure ofa goſe in ſfoze, when many of his neighbours ſhall 
want one. I know ſome, about whome Nature hath be- 
ffowedſo long time in ſhaping faire faces with pꝛoper bo- 
dies, as ſhe hath at laſt foz haſte bene conffrained to let 
them paſſe with vnperfec hartes. She muſt perfoꝛme her 
ſtinte, and a time is limited her to faſhion euer childe; by 
reaſon the they muſt haue the pureſt harts, baue the vn⸗ 
likeft ſhapes. A know what you wtll ſay, and therby wil 
onely ſeæme to gainſap * . — 
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Crooked without, and crabbed within, Of truth I muſt 
conſeſſe, that it is very likelv, thouch not alw ucs true, 
(fo2 no woꝛk⸗ man but hath ſametan eg amiſcyaunce hap⸗ 
pen to his moſt curious woꝛke, acer the finuhing therot, 
either by a fall oꝛ ſuch line ctaſuall chaunce) that a halting 
bodie hath a diſlembling hart, anda miſſapen creature a 
crabbed diſpoſition, and we doe finde it commonly, that 
vnder fouleſt aſpeas are hidden the faireſt Harts, though 
J know women accompt blacke thinges to be ef leaſt 
woꝛth. But ſearch againe and lone what dye is moꝛe 
perfect, oꝛ what will take fatle ſwner then the mulkc⸗ 
like white: well, the maidens pꝛopoſition pleaſed Hone- 
ſtie ouer well, as pou may geſſe by my long ſtap vpon it, 
but J will aſſure pou it diſpleaſed no les my pong miſtres. 
Alas it is a little thing that will not diſpleaſe them whom 
nothing can pleaſe, and ſhall we thinke a wench could pol⸗ 
ſibly pleaſe her long, vnto whom ſo mairy men were dilli⸗ 


king: Now ſurelp he ſhall haue a new accompte, that rec⸗ 


kons on leſſe then this: namelve, that his matching with 
ſuch a minion, which was ſo curious to be pleaſed, will 
craue as great care to be kept pleaſed, as a iade will re⸗ 
quire arte to be kept from tiring, No2 do I ſay ſhe wil be 
tired, J would rather be dꝛiuen ts affirme he ſhalbe iaded, 
though with ſuch an one as will neuer be tired. 

But let ſuch as my iſtres Bany-milltke is, take herde 
leaſt by their cove kindenes, they kill their harts wheme 
they would gladly ſaue alter, with all their arte, and can⸗ 
not. How cafie is it to put that away with our little fin- 
ger, which we would willingly recouer againe with both 
our hands? J haue knowen ſome Faulkoners that haue 
bene ſo curious in dieting their Hawkes, as a nice curte- 
ſan is ol her fare, and vet ſometimes they haue ſearcht a 
whole dap after the killing of a carrion Crowe, and miſt 
of it to. The ſaire laſtes not alwaies, and ſuch as lightly 
regarde a gov bargaine when it is pꝛoffered, may trie the 
market a twelue moneth after and miſle of the like offer, 


The rolling ſtone gathers no moſſe, noꝛ the running fan- 
cic 
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tie is wozth the catchiug. They ſhalbe ſure to miete with 
a fickle hart, that match with ſuch a wauering louc, and 
an vnconſtant affection is better loſt then found, And foꝛ 
that J am entred into the path of vncoſtancie, J wil come 
to aſcauenth enemie, which a couple harbourcd that ſtwd 
behinde the dw2e, 

He was a Pꝛentite that had foure pters to ſerue, which 
I certainely vnderſtode afterwards, though at that in- 
{tant I geſte no leſſe by his fearefulnes tobe ſcene: wel, 
theſe had ſo woed and wonne the one the other, as ſure 
they were, hauingremitned ſo by the ſpace of the pers: 
pct nolu there was villike growen betweene them, firſte 
ſpꝛinging from the woman that was diſcontented that ſhe 
had alreadie loſt ſo much time. being pet bound to endure a 
longer ſtay. Who knowes not the certaintie of her pꝛe⸗ 
ſumption confirmed by an oꝛder of the Cittie of London, 
(which is, that if any man ſtanding bound fo2 the ſeruing 
of veeres, entangle himſclfe and marrie befoꝛe the tearme 
ok his yeeres ended, he ſhall double his pꝛentiſhip) and ther⸗ 
koꝛe mult ſhe either out ſtav thẽ, oꝛ binde him by the haſtie 
match to ſeauen vers moꝛe ſeruice. Upon this inconne- 
niente miſlike harboured in her boſome, haning tied that 
with her toung which ſhe could not loſe with her hands; 
ſo that mad melancholly ſhe was foz the matche made by 
her ſelfe,that toke ſo ſmall delight therein. 

Now J would all might be ſerned with p ſame ſauce, 
thought Honeſtie, that ſo ſone tying themſelues, deſire as 
ſone to be loſed: and it is great maruell when it falles 
out other wiſe, eſpecially in theſe daies, wherin conſtancie 
is made a hackney Lingring loue breedes miſlike, and how 
tan that lone be faithfull, tbat᷑ is faftned with ſo ſlender a 
thong. There is a thing which maintaines the coherence 
of two harts, which if it be long wanting, our loue will 
pꝛoue but watriſh affection : I meane that certaintie oł an 
euerlaſting happines, with an aſſurance of a continuall 
earthly pleaſure. There comes many faire Hozſes into 
Smithkeclde ina twelue _ which make many that 

2 ; ars 


2 "out att ˙—7⅛ͤ—mh; Aw dt T— 


—— — 


The paſsionate Morrice. 


are ſped alreadpe, to wiſh themſclues vnp2ouided, to deale 
with them; fo2 all men haue not keeping foꝛ two Gel- 
dings. It is time that makes a fade knowen, and our 
knowledge þ wiſhes him further from vs. Many thinges 
muſt alter in ſeauen peres, foꝛ that wonders happen in a 
moment. In one day a begger and a Ning are made equal, 
both the pompe of the one, and the pate eſtate ofthe other 
be ing buried in duſt. Loſſes come ſoneſt vnloked foꝛ, and 
the woꝛſt bargaines are gotten with the greateſt ſearch: 
neede raiſeth the market, and much enquirie after a com- 
moditie engenders ſuſpec there is ſcarcitie thereof, What 
cannot golde do, and may it not then eaſtly conuert a hart 
that longes after it? There are many entiſing baites that 
change manvnundes, + who wil not ſtriue fo2 the golden 
Apple? onelp except thoſe that know they cannot get it, 
though they are deſeruing thereof, which impoMibilitie 
muſt nerds hatche miſerie. How be coꝛmozants moꝛe pla- 
gued, then by a diſappointment of their purpole: They 
that foꝛeſtall markets, make often times but bad bar- 
gaines, as well as the lluggard that comes a day after the 
Faire. | 
Js it not folly to ſtriue to keepe a wet Cele by the 
taile? oꝛ what commodttie ariſcth,of holding the Diuell 
by the great toe: the one is ouer⸗guick, and the other won⸗ 
derous ſtrong: and in Honeſties iudgement a knowne 
loſſe, the ſoner it comes the leſſe it grues, and better it is 
to be without companp, then to be matcht with an ene⸗ 
mie. Slipperte ware is not ñ̊ beſt Parchandize, and what 
requires moꝛe care, then Glaſſe that is moſt b2ittle? A 
know pon wil ſap a womis hart is as teder,andy A think 
no leſſe. Then fince we muſt hazard our welfare,that are 
conſtrained to deale with ſuch pure metall, being tied to 
that traffique,let vs not beſtowe all our hope on a pece 
we know muſt ſtayſo long by vs, befoze we can make p3o- 
fitc thereof, Honeſtie is rather a pꝛofeſſed ſolicitoꝛ fo: a 
woman, then a counſeller to a man: but fo2 that both men 
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dſe mp plaſter that like beſt of my knowledge, Where 
boue ſtrikes the bargaine, their liking cannot ſtart backe, 
but vnles he be bound by his agreement, affeaton is a fics 
klefellowe, What ſarcr couenant then ſetled lone? But 
they which reſpec not their woꝛde, will hardly regarde an 
oathe, Honeſtie is all, fo2 hee is the father of conſtancte, 
and a fig fo2 that loue which muſt be tied by the lawe. If 
we foſter a ſnake ſhe will ſting vs by the boſome, and ha 
that ſues foꝛ an enemie, is woꝛthp to haue his pate bzcken 
with want of hone ſtie. A tedious ſuite makes ritch laws 
pers and leeſing clients, and a deũre to haue all, makes vs 
often to loſe all, 

J haue heard of a Gentleman, that tied htniſelfe to a 
peꝛe maide after the manner atoꝛeſaide, meaning to mar⸗ 
rie with her after the death of his father, fo; that her durſt 
not doe it while he lined, Hee maintained her palling 
b:ancly, running hunſelfe greatly into debt, thꝛough the 
large expenſes ſhe laſht out. Which curious and ritch ſet⸗ 
ting foꝛth, made many to loke after her, which other wiſe 
would not haue thought on her. A blazing ſtarre pꝛeſages 
alteration, as the Aſtronomers holde it, and doubtles a 
pꝛoper woman gayly apparelled,b2&ds nuracles in mens 
mindes- A pꝛancing hoꝛſe moues wondꝛing, when a ſure 
nagge onely pleaſeth the rider; ſo while ſher lined acco2- 
ding to her birth, felu oꝛ none regarded hir, but now ſet 
fo:th as readie fo2 ſale , her gallantnes engendꝛed 
thoughts of ſome great poꝛtion, to be fallen by an vnlo⸗ 
ked fo2 accident, Noz will friends let to ſprake, to make a 
kriend ſperde well, and hire of the ſame minde gaue fozth, 
that it was ſo inzede ; vpon which repozte many wers 
were dꝛawne to trie their foztunes, and amongit them a 
ritch farmers ſonne ſet in his fote to hazard his happe. 
Whome her parents and friends ſo well liked, being his 
fathers onely childe, as tbep began to perſwade their 
daughter to take it while it were offered after this maner, 
Cut wench (quotb they) while the graſſe growes the 
ſtd ſtarues, and as ſone _ the poung ſteare, _ 

3 o 


The paſsionate Morrice. 


olde ore to the market. Young heads are fickle, and ſup⸗ 
poſe he ſhould play falſe, how ſhould we remedie it?: Golde 
bies lawe now a dayes, and may not a bꝛibe cate vp a 
ſure title, as wee haue heard a fat hog did a poꝛe mans 
claſſe of oyle 2 He that can giue moſte ſhall be ſure toſpcey 
beſt, and vou knowe daughter, pour father is not able ta 
wage lawe againſt ſo ritch an enemie. Why woman, 
vou haue not ſœne him this foꝛtnight, and how knowe we 
but he hath a wife in a coꝛner? By our Lady girle, ſuch 
windekalles happen not often, as is this day put into 
pour mouth, By cock and pie do as vou will, but if vou bo 
refuſe this pꝛoſfer, we will denie pou our bleſſing, — 
tounſell ſtroke ſo deepe into her conſcience, as it ſent pac 
king all theaffecaion her pꝛoteſted lopaltic had — 
and turned it ſo to the farmers ſonne, as in ſhoꝛt time hee 
maried with her. 0 

By that time as my minion had been married thꝛer oꝛ 
foure dapes, thither comes poſting my out⸗iovnted Gen- 
tleman,of whoſe ſtarke ſtaring mad diſcontentment vpon 
the hearing of his willow guikt, Honeſtie liſts not to ſtand, 
ſince you can imagine it was great, but what remedie: 
What wiſe man would ſue foꝛ a falle⸗hearted begger, oꝛ 
what gaine ſgould be got by the recouerie of a bꝛoken pip- 
kin: In ſceking to haue plagued her, he ſhould haue puni⸗ 
thed hunſelke, adding but ſhame to the loſle of a greater er- 
pence, and in the ende recouered a flap with a fore tale. 
Well J pittie him becauſe of his kindnes which was ſo 
croſſed, but if Honeſtie heares of any ſuch kinde aſſes here⸗ 
after, he will make as god ſpoꝛte thereat, as the boves do 
at the fole of a Mo2rice, Are they not woꝛthie to lie by 
the heeles that purchaſe the countertenoꝛ with ſo plaine 
a pꝛickſong: I warrant you it p2ict and pincht hun ta, but 
his father was the moꝛe willing to releaſe him, foꝛ that he 
hopte that loſſe had gaind him moꝛe wit, Honeſtie could 
tell pou of a thouſand that haue been ſerued after the ſame 
oꝛder, they hauing pꝛomiſed to ſtaye one foꝛ another, ſome 
a t yeare, others moe 82 leſſe, whcreof ſome haue had their 


hope 


The paſeionate Morrice. 


hope ſound within a foꝛtnight of their day, and then think⸗ 
ing themſelues nerreſt to haue their willes, in come takers 
pulſing their noſes quite beſides the ſweete ſent of their 

dꝛeſgoken bedfellowes, This can be no ſmall griefe to a 
kinde cenſtant heart, that hath peraduenture refuſcdma- 
ny god nkely hods to ſtay t̃oʒ ſuch a light huſwife. Ne that 
will thinke hunſelle ſure to a woman, oz thee that will 
hluld on a mans conſtancie, till the parith pꝛieſt hath ſaide 
God giue yee ioye, and the bꝛides bed hath boꝛne it firſt 
nights waight,he is not of Honeſtics nunde, though J with 
it were other wiſe. 

It is as god to bee aſſured of the hoꝛne, as to bee made 
ſure to an vnconſtant heart, fo2 they that loke for les 
ſhall be diſappointed. God fo2bid Honeſtie ſhould ſay it 
were vnpoſũhle, that t wo may loue conſtantlo vnmarried 
ſeuen veres, but he may aboue that two ſav, ſuch are ſcarce 
found in ſcauen ages, Malke but to Meſtminſter, a place 
in faith where conſtancie is as little vſed , as wit in Bed⸗ 
lam, and yet there ¶ J warrant you) you ſhall haue your 
head filled with tales of vnconſtant loucrs. Goe like wiſe 
to Poules (a path as well haunted with hunters of hane- 
ſtie, as Kemps head is ſometimes peſtered with knaucrie) 
and blame Honeſtic if there peu heare not outeries of wa- 
uering wenches. Long lanes and b29ade ſtreetes, little 
cottages and manner places, are at this day by repoꝛt bol⸗ 
ſtred with naught ſo much as with vnconſtant mindes. 
Mhereby what thꝛough the ſoꝛrowe, Conſtancies com⸗ 
plainte moues and the gricke hon:ftics bꝛoken pate pꝛo⸗ 
cures, it is great pittie wee ſhould not haue many knackes 
to knowe knaues by, and as many Jigges to gird gariſh 
cirles with, I peticsate lane, is a pocket ful ot᷑ new faſchi⸗ 
ons, the dꝛikt whereok, is that firſt commers ſhonls be ſirſt 
ſerned: but they meane no commers which enter not the 
placket. In Shoelane there is one that ſelles running 
lether, the vertue whereof is maintained with liquoꝛ of a 
careles heart, ſo that hee oꝛ ſhee hat cannot play light of 
loue, ſyall not be cuſfomed there. Hithdꝛawo pour ſelues 
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to Croked lane, and of Honeſties credite pou ſhall finde 
moze traps to catch Rats and ice there, then conſtant 
louers in S ordich Church at midnight. 

Mhat ſhall J ſay? ſince the art of Cony-catchinghath 
koʒeſtalled god inuention: but fie on the diuell that dꝛiues 
ſuch wits to ſo bad a bargaine, as to be foꝛſt toſpend their 
time in no better ſtudies, They haue ned of god intelli⸗ 
gencers that ſhall intermeddle with trickes ol Coning⸗ 
ſhikts: foꝛ mine own part, J had rather wade to the middle 
in Loves whirle⸗pœle, then to the anckles in the bzwke ol 
vnconſtancie. And vet fozce perfoꝛce, by Loues appopnt⸗ 
ment, I muſt haue a ling at her followers, Let them flys 
to the gallowes, fo2 Honeſtie that loues her ſo well, and 
my fling will dꝛiue them to a wozle place, vnleſſe they 
leaue her. Up hill and downe hill is a very troubleſome 
labour, but vp the ladder and downe the rope ends many 
ones miſerie. What teper way then to the height of af- 
fection:? and how many often poſt vp and down betwerne 
that and the valley Likings-recantation. I recant now a 
daies followes Loues holes like his ſhadolbe: it is a hal- 
ting crackbalter , and a hurtfull hinderlouc, and beſt he 
ſhall be knowne by his ſtumpe fote. Jmeane not a miſha⸗ 
pen ledge, but a reſting loue, that either makes ſuch a full 
poynt in the beginning, as be can goe no further, oꝛ cls 
ſtands at a ſtay two oꝛ thꝛe quarters, not knowing whe- 
ther it were beſt to goe fo2wards o2 backwards, Ex⸗ 
treames are as daungerous as ſtretehes: fo2 as many 
topntsare out-ſet o2 crackt by the one, ſo many vncurable 
durts are receined by the other. Honeſtie thinkes a ſeuen 
nights ſpace is tw ſhoꝛt a time to faſten a true louers 
knot, but he that out ſtapes p moneth may learne as much 
in that tin as is nedfull to be knowne. A longer time is 
pleaſing to them that haue barres to hinder their foꝛ ward⸗; 
nes, but he that may goe on without hinderances, if hee 
aimes at a longer reſpite, take it on Honeſties woꝛd, hee 
wozkes but vpon aduantage. They that build their affec/ 


tion vpon reaſon, are like to remaine moſt conſtant: fo 
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where a condition sfp2ofite binds the ſutoꝛs, there a long 
day will not likely be bꝛonen. But this reaſon cranes 
wiſedome, the experience whereof muſt awaite on Loues 
followers, the pz iſe being nothing but this, a care in 
our chovce to maintaine the maine chaunce. That is, 
that they which haue little, doe fancie none but ſuch 
as haue ſomewhat, and they that hane nothing, cither to 
match with ſuch as haue enough to ſerue themſclues 
and others, oꝛ cls to ſit ſtill in the chimney toꝛner. Al muſt 
meaſure their likuig accoꝛding to the depth of their defire, 
to tbe end they may live with contentment, which will /J 
warrant vou) nouriſh conſtancie. 

Nowfolloweth another ſoꝛt, which are not the leaſt e⸗ 
nemies Loue hath, being our commoncourting lads, who 
take ſuch pleaſure in their pꝛegnant wits, and ſo, great 
gloꝛie in their readie tongues, as a wench cannot pepe 
fo:th the doꝛes, but they muſt bane a flingat her beautie, 
Firſt comes, faire ladie God ſaue pon, and then followes, 
that the ſight of ſuch a blazing Conunet makes them ſtand 
at the gaze, foꝛ that ſuch ſights are ſeldome ſcene, After en 
ſues their application, falling from the celeſtiall creatures 
to their earthly Goddeſſes, extolling their beauties to ſuch 
a height, as when they can goe no further, hauing foꝛgot⸗ 
ten their way backwards, they fall downe headlong,bzeas 
king the necke ol God realon. Then come they to the 
god parts of their bodies, and from thence to a ſupernatu⸗ 
rall view of their hidden vertues, building vpon the pꝛo⸗ 
ucrbe, A faire face cannot haue a crabbed heart, thoughma- 
ny of them find by experience, but crabbed entertainment 
to pꝛoctede from thoſe their celeſtial obieas: vet the moſt, 
what thꝛough their quicke conceipts, falſe pꝛoteſtations 
and vſuall reſoꝛting into their companies, bꝛing many in⸗ 
to ſuch a foles paradice, as they harpe on nothing but ma⸗ 
riage. And maruell not, ſeeing we haue many ſo foz ward 
wenches, that ifa man lake but earneftly vpo them, they 
thinke verelp, hee is inamoured ok their beautie: but ſhal 
he ſpeake and ſay he loues them 9 my father, my mother 
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and all my friends muſk be made pꝛiuie to his pꝛoctedings, 
foꝛ Aknow he will haue me. 

Alas light hearts that are lead away with euery kinde 
blaſt: know pe not that our age flowes with ſine wits, 
that muſt bozrow their p2zactiſe of ſuch like patients: Doc 
not many men cheapen that meane not to buy, t think you 
to want ſuch cuſtomers? How many come into a Faire 
with neuer a farthing in their purſes, and vet fo2 falhion 
ſake will aſke the p2ice of a coſtly pœce of woꝛzke: Our 
tongues ſtand vs in little charges fo2 reparations, and 
ſing they weare not, we will not ſpare to wagge them. 
But this is beſt knowne to you wemen, whom nature 
bindes to the greateſt p2actice , hauing giuen vou no other 
weapon; vet J map tell vou, men cannot want that ins 
ſtrument, eſpeciallp in their wing matters. But did 
many of both kindes vſe it leſſe, both vou and they ſhould 
ſpede neuer tho woꝛſe, foꝛ vou ſhould miſſe of many fond 
faithles ſpeches, and they ſhould march without as many 
kinde hit home floutes. They ſhould not playing with the 
fire, be burnt with the flame, and remaine helples thꝛougb 
your careles pitie: noꝛ ſhould you be intrapt in the ſnares 
of their ſmothe wozds,decreaſing pour gloꝛious beauty by 
hopeles conceites of obtaining your wiſhed happines. 

Many honeſt mindes taken at their woꝛds, are bound 
to bad bargaines, when on the contrarie part, acrackt cre⸗ 
dit regardes neither his own reputation o2 anothers wel- 
fare, How eaſte is a fræ hoꝛſe tired, a god edge-twle ſpop⸗ 
ted, anda kinde heart ſurfeited 2 A dull (ade will rather be 
ſpurde to death then bꝛeake his pace: and with a bad knife 
we map alla to cut any thing, without doing it much 
harme, but woe bee vnto that heart, whoſe mildenes 
makes it ſelfe ſubied to a counterfeit kindnes. You ſhall 
ſighe fozth your ſozrow, while they (mile at their god ſuc⸗ 
ceſſe, they building their aſſurance ol being no loſers on 
pour god diſpoſitions, that ſerue foꝛ tables , to reſt their 
hopes in: your god natures mult bee but roumes foꝛ hack- 
nies that neuer knowe their maſters, and 3 — n 
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hearts to ſerue foꝛ mangers to fœde their bad conteites. 
Their trotting ſhall faſten to pour bes _ of po 
clamattons,the clauſes whereof ſhall bz#de thouſand of 
doubted milertes and ten thouſands of carefull heartbꝛea⸗ 
„kings. Their couaterfcit frendſhip ſhall hinder faithful 
and louing p2ocepings, hurting affedion by hindzing it 
from it deſarte, with keeping it from receining the due of 
requitall. That bawtles conſtancie ſhall baniſh faithfull 
lopaltic by crabbed croſſes,aud purchaſe to it ſelf, thzough 
a haples concluſion a cart-loade of carefull extremities, 
Z-rue-meaning thereby ſhall be deceaued on both ſides, 
and kind-heartednes plagued with oner-ſureſet affecti⸗ 
on. Loue ſhal be banded awoao with the racket of diffinm- 
lation, and bcatenat laſt into thehazard Deſpatre by his 
ſpoꝛting enemie. What a great loffe will followe ſuch a 
chaſe,and how great expente of hearts griefe, muſt enſue 
ſo ſhꝛoude a game, geſſe vou that lie condemned in the like 
charges? Onelp Honeltie pitties ſuch a paſtime that ends 
with ſo ſmal pleaſure, and wil now come to giue you war⸗ 
ning of what he hath ſcene happen in the like caſes ol little 
conſcience. | 
There was one of this ſocietie that had ſocaurted vp a 
wench, as thꝛough a potion of pleaſure he had ginen her, 
her belly roſe like a blo lune bladder, Belly round ſhe was, 
ſa that thꝛough his craſt her credit ſtode vpon cracking, 
which the perceamng entreated her phiſition, that as bee 
had taſted of her curteſie,ſoHe would ſaue her honeſtie, de⸗ 
claring that ſhe was with childe as the truth was. Of my 
faith (quoth he) what care J: Pon might haue twke bet⸗ 
ter heede, vou are beſt to make haſte and geta father fo? it. 
I hope (anſwered ſhe) vou will not ſerue me ſa: are theſe 
pour faire pꝛomiſes, and can pour vowes bee ſo ſlightly 
paſſed ouer? Hauer you not made loue to me bythe ſpace of 
a quarter, being vſed kindly ol mee, and can you finde in 
your heart thus cruelly to requite my extraoꝛdinarie fa- 
uour, putting me to ſhiftes in this extremitie 2- Is it poſſt- 
ble your pꝛofeſſed whot loue 3 be ſo ſone cold, oꝛ that 
i 2 ysut 
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pour large pꝛomiſes ſhould turne to ſo little pero mance: 
I cannot kanne vou being a man can be ſo cruell, as to caſt 
away a poꝛe maiden. Away beaſt (quoth he) thy perſwa- 
tons are as botles as thy thoughts, and J am aſſured tt ou 
art not ſo foliſhas to build of any thing Þ haue ſaide, oꝛ of 
that I haue done but as ofa ieſt, if thou doſt, it will be a 
bad foundation, and with that he flong foꝛth of the do2cs, 
leauing my maimed⸗maide in a bad taking. 

Doe von tearme ſuch doing icfting? thought Honeſtie, 
if Chaucers tapes were ſuch ieſtes, it was but bad ſpo2te; 
wella ſpoꝛte it was, though it pꝛoued a ſure earneſt, and 
who knowes not that ſwerte meates crane ſowꝛe ſauce? 
Her laughing lye-downe,came to ad riſing⸗ vp. a ſhꝛe wde 
ſpoꝛte to turne to ſuch ſoꝛrie p iſtune, and if ſuch an car- 
neſt penny cannot binde a bar gane, naught wil holde the 
like chapmen but a halter. Row Tibozne and Wapping 
waite on ſuch foꝛ Poꝛters, as poſt to markets, ſo to ieſt 
with lac'ff-mntton, If ſap ing had been all, hee had bene 
foliſh indedc to haue regarded a foles ſpeeches, but ſe ing 
he crept ſo farre into credit with her, as he crac kt her plac⸗ 
ket lace, hob could he of conſcience call that ieſting: Doth 
Honeſtie talke oftonſcience to Buls bailiffes, that haue no 
care of any thing but to ſaue their caſſokes from being his 
purchaſe: No fig of all the Beadles of Bꝛide well, if they 
ſpare ſuch a ſpoꝛter conuming vnder their coꝛrection, with- 
out double the dole they puniſh one of Baals common 
Pꝛieſts with. J would their blewe coates might fall to be 
Hiudes fees, vnleſſe thep giue ſuch foure luſtie laſhes at e⸗ 
uery kennell and ſtreets coꝛner they paſſe by. Why vas 
der the cloake of honeſt ſatiſfacton, to allure an honcſt 
minde to lewde coꝛruption, is no lefle thefte then robbing 
of Churches, onelp the Clarkes conſent ſeemes in the one 
to craue ſome tolleration ouer it doth in the other. Then 
pou will ſay they deſerue both to be hanged, and ſo would 
Honeſtie ſav, but that their chꝛiſtianity merites charitie. 
But of my troth if Honeſtie were a Juſtite, ſuch as ſuc af- 
ter the ſelfeſame oꝛder, ſhould either marrie with the they 
haue 
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haue deceined,0o2 hang without them, my minion going 
vnpuniſhed foz that tune in hope of amendment. Lone is a 
kinde hart, andmartage is aſwerte baire what then will 
not ſuch pzomtſes game ofa faithfull loner? This icſtiug 
turnes to lingring lone, when the weakeff hath ſurkeited 
in affection, Sweet ſperches haue vowed euerlaſting con⸗ 
ſfancie,andrunning in the pleaſant meddoweof kindenes 
it growcs luſtie, ſpending the remnant of his woing to 
winne vato ſuch bad fare: courting endes with ſuch a 
charge, changing pꝛofeſled loue into burning luſt, Loue 
lokes to be maintained with kindenes, and when he hath 
got what wozdes can affo2de, then falles he to ieſting, 
which turns contrary to Chaucers meaning, to y ſatiſfping 
of a leachers luſt in earneſt. But to to much of this, ex⸗ 
cept it were better, and once moꝛe returne we to dur me⸗ 
[ncholly lefte mardemaide. 

She poꝛe ſoule ſet ſa lightly by in her foztie werkes 
reckoning,ſo thought on her pꝛeſent hardhap,as ſhe quite 
foꝛgot her accompt, wherby now ſhe was ina woꝛſe takig 
then befoze : fo2 if being put to her othe, ſhe ſhould miſſe of 
that, his counter othe would make but a ſo ſo end fo2 her, 
and thcrefoze thus the beſtirred her ſelfe in the matter. 
She made her caſe knowne to a freend, and kalling downe 
vpon her knees, entreated him foꝛ the paſſion of our Lady 
to ſtand god helpe vnto her, to dꝛaw her mate to marry 
with her. Who being a very honeſt man Þ had ſome care 
ok her credit, laboured ſo cffectually in p matter, as what 
though pꝛomiſes and a pece of money, he made it a 
match, ſo that what thꝛough a little honeſtie my man was 
endued with, and a pece of money m maiden was en⸗ 
dowed with, we had a choptlodgicke. Now woe vnto ſuch 
woed ſpoutes, if their mates want altogether honeſtie, 
and they haue no money, and this might haue perchaunce 
wonne the ſtanding in a white ſheete without fo god a 
maiſter. Take heoede girles how pou truſt to ſuch helpes, 
fo; Honeſtie can tell you they are not 9zdinarie. It is har⸗ 
der to finde one ſuch in euerp partthe though a Countrie, 
| D 3 then 
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then to finde a honeſt woman in a houſe of Meſtmin⸗ 
fters Hoſpttalitie. Alas how many honc ſt mens childꝛen 
ceme to decay th2zough this pꝛaatſe: Talke with anv coꝛ⸗ 
rupted U'rgine, and exce pting one amongft twentie, if 
they all not agree that ſuch enticements were the pꝛocu⸗ 
rers of their miſerie, neuer beleeuc Honcſtie foʒ a halfepen⸗ 
nie. Be ware if a rich mariage be offered fo2 a re warde of 
bꝛeache of honeſtie, there are ſewe that will not conſent 
to lcacherie with ſuch bꝛiberic. 

But the opening of an other wound remaines, with 
which lone is hurt by his courting enemies, fo: they 
which haue bene once deceiued by flatteric, will hardly 
be dꝛawen tobel&ue ſinceritie, whereby the faithfnll ſu- 


- to2 is hindꝛed from his due The beaten dogge ſhuns the 


fick,the toꝛniẽted patient feares the Pothecaries dꝛugs, 
the childe that hath berne ſoꝛe whipt foꝛ a fault, will fear e 
by offending to haz ard his bꝛerche. Who is moze warie 
of his welfare, then he that hath bern in greateſt ertremi⸗ 
tie: and if lone hath ben wounded with a diſſembled affec - 
tion, he will be afraide to enter into an adion from whence 
the like ſoꝛrowe may flowe. What giues greater hope of 
conſtanice, then vowed lovalty:oꝛ what ſcemes ſweater 
then ſugered flatteric? Aﬀection ſpꝛingeth of kinde v⸗ 
ſage, and loue ſettles on a continued ſhe we of pꝛofeſſed 
zeale, which being ſure ſet,canot be remoued wout great 
danger, except wiſedome be a hclpcr. TWhat ſozrowe dan- 
ger bꝛings, and what care diſcontentment har boureth he 
knowcs not? But of the vnceaſing harts⸗grerfe with the 
toꝛmenting ſoure-ſauce which ſeaſoneth the deſtruction of 
entire affecion,none can iudge, ſaue thoſe that haue taſted 
thereof: onelv it may be imagined by y effects that haue 
followed the like cauſes (as by the vntimely death it hath 
bꝛought ts ſome, a depꝛiuation of their wits lo others, lan⸗ 
guilhing diſeaſes to man, namelp, the greene ſicknes, the 
mother, and ſuch like: and laſtly, to ali mad melanc holve 


its) that they which are fauoured with the leaſt miſhap 
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with the loſle of a pꝛeſent wel-fare, hauing that ſupplyen 
dy agifte of ſighing heauines. Now after p frædome from 
ſuch a miſchefe, who will not ſweare to flic from the like 
danger? And ſince flatterie cannot without dangerous 
triall be knowen fron faithfull freendſhip, who will not 
ſhunne both, fearing to miſtake the one foꝛ the other? Ida 
kinde hart hath bene deteiued by a crokedknaue, clad in 
the robes of a courteous louer, ſhe will euer after miſtruſt 
the habite,fo2 that it is vnpoſſible to know the hart. Who 
can forbid the Talloꝛ to vie his arte? and do vou thinke 
that any one foz an aduantage will let to trie his crafte? 
The Diuell canchangehiunſcife into any ſhape, and the 
onely meanes to knowe him (as is ſaide befoze) is his 
ſtumpe fote. 

Liking wil not be long a doing, and loue that followes 
is but little, whereby he bꝛings no great harme, but al the 
miſcheefe comes with deſire, which ſwelles the affeai- 
ons, and pꝛedominates ouer loue and liking: he makes 
the miſ-rule and keeps the open Chꝛiſtmas, he deſires the 
ſpoꝛte, and maintaines the paſtime, ſo that though he be 
long in comming, and ſtaies but little in his Loꝛdſhip, 
pet the remembꝛance of his iolitte is not foꝛgotten a long 
time after. He keepes his cuſtome euer vœre, and a yeere 
with him is but a ſhoꝛt ſpace, ſo that after he comes to his 
full age, he makes many Chꝛiſtmaſſes: foz Deſire is not 
ſhoꝛt liued. It is therefoze this lingring loue that darth all 
the harme, becauſe by him Deſtre is oncly begotten. He 
that beating the market is willing to buve, will not ſtand 
long a bargaining, when he hath met with his liking, foz 
feare a francker cuſtomer ſteppe betwerne him and his 
longing: but if he be careles, he will not deale without a 
god penmwoꝛth. Nerv cafilythen is the miſchefe of re- 
pentance taken from women, ſ&ing a truz-meaning ſu⸗ 
toz may be as quickly diſcerned, as a careles chapman 

map be perceined. And how fondlydo they entrude them⸗ 
{clues into the ncedles hazard ef great diſcontent, that 


will let their loue runne fo farre without reaſon, as it 
cannot 
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cannot be called backe without great grefe at the leaſt, 
Though a buyer be not able to giue the ſeller his aſking, 
yet will he be earneſt to haue it at ſuch a pꝛice as he doth 
offer, and although this louing cuſtomer be not of abilitie 
to anſwere thy freends expectation, vet th all he not be foʒ⸗ 
ward to be poſſeſſed of ther: he is but a watcher fo2 aduan⸗ 
tages. So that if either his abilitie be ſuch as of himſelle 
he can maintaine the, oꝛ be thy poſſibilitie ſo great, as by 
his god endeuour he may winne a liuing, thyfrands god 
will by the poſſeſſion of the, thy affe a ion is to to colde, it 
thou kœ pes him lingring without his longing, and his de⸗ 
uotion is ſmall, if he be not an vnceaũng ſutoꝛ ſoꝛ it. 
And truelv in Honeſties minde (and pardon me J p2ay 
yon with whoſe conceipts it iumpes not) thoſe matches 
ſhall pzoſper beſt, where lone is rather reſpeccd then 
wealth; pꝛouided there be a care bad of the likelyhode of 
poſſibilitie which muſt come with one of them. But ſhall 
ont that hath nothing toyne louing iſſue with an other 
that hath oꝛ is like to haue as little, he bauing no meanes 
to make a liuing, he ſhewes himſelf to be afwliſh follower 
of repentance, and an vncharitable pꝛocurer of an others 
wꝛetchednes: There are many god wits, that wanting 
matter to woꝛke on, wade into the triall of dangerous 
concluſtons, which other wile being unployed would be⸗ 
come pꝛofitable menibers of à common wealth. All can- 
not de heires, and many ponger bꝛothers childꝛen arc but 
barely left, though they haue had gad bꝛinging vp, which 
nothing hinders their gentrie, onely now a dales it is a 
barre to their pꝛeferment. Fo! men wil ſoner match their 
daughters with my pong maiſter arich Coblers Sonne, 
though they be their heires, then with a Sentleman qt a 
god houſe being a vonger Bꝛother. Herr bo comes the de⸗ 
cap of a ancient gentilitie, and this y making of vpſtart 
boules; her bv thoſe that haue had god bꝛinging vp, muſt 
either goe to plongh and carte, being dꝛudges to ſuch 
dzones, oʒ thetr natures, diſdaining that, and moze abhoꝛ⸗ 
ring to begge, leade them tolewde pꝛauiſes to m untame 
the 
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the ſtate of their birth. And did you Fathers which are to 
match pour Childꝛen, know the hart hꝛeakhings many 
parents (which han: bæne of pcur mindes) haue found by 
triall, then would the feare of vnc null behauiour, which 
loꝛingeth by ſucceſſton from their cartecly pꝛogenitoꝛs, 
turne your greedie deſire of golden game to a ioyſull gai⸗ 
ning of your poſterities happines. 

But fie of couetouſnes that is the rote of all miſchiefe: 
fo: men that haue enough to make their Daughters Gens 
tlewomen,by matching them with houſes ef no ſmall an- 
tiquitic, will, with the deſire they haue there vnto, woe 
men of great liuing with large offers, to match their ſong 
and heires with them. Who being dꝛawen therunto, will 
vſe them their wiues metcly well during the life time 
of their owne and wiues Fathers, ſoꝛ that their eſtates 
are by their great poꝛtions better maintained, and their 
beſt freends thereby well pleaied. But let vour Daugh- 
ters beware after your and their Fathers death when all 
hope is taken away of a further gaine, and a ſearch mae 
of their aunceſtoꝛs alliance) foꝛ then ſe&ing the baſcnes of 
paur pettigree,andy noble deſcents of their pꝛedeceſſoꝛs, 
that co:ruptian of blod which pau with your coꝛrup⸗ 
tion ef monev hath made, and their Fathers couctouſnes 
hath purchaſed to their ſucceſſion, will (as foꝛ the moſt 
parte it doth in the like caſrs)moue ſuch hartbꝛeakinges, 
as either quarrelles of diuoꝛcement oꝛ ſutes of ſeparation 
will ſurclyfollowe. TWhenon the contrary parte, if re⸗ 
ſpctingacntrie, thereby to aduaunce your heuſes, you 
would match the with-Gent. ponger bꝛothers (of whom 
there ought to be leſſe regarde, the chicfe houſe being 
maintained) vour Daughters poꝛtions, being the onely 
maintenance of their eſtates, would be ſo ſtrong ahelpe to 
encreaſe their affection towards pour childꝛen, with pur⸗ 
chaſed happines to their poſterities, as knowing no houſ- 
holde quarrelles can be without charges, they willbe glad 
to ſtudie to encreaſe the ſwatenes of vnitie, thereby to 
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Honeſtie knowes what the fairing-monger will 
ſzye, when he ſhall heare of one ſo flat againſt his opi⸗ 
nion touching mariages, not letting to affirme that 
it is moſt neceſſarie that the conſent of parents ſheuld 
be laſt ſued fo2, and little regarded in reſpec of lone, 
eſpectallye ſceing his Pamphlet buildes ſo diuinel ve on 
larre⸗fetcht arguments, to pꝛoue the contrarie. Therfoꝛe 
to pꝛeuent him, and to pꝛouide againſt the great danger 
their matches⸗making pꝛocure, Honeſtie muſt tell him 
and aſſure all thoſe that are ot his minde, that were the 
woꝛlde like vnto that wherein Abrabam lined, oz were 
Fathers ot theſe dates of his diſpoſition, his argument 
dꝛawen from the gift ol Euah to Adam by God and ſuch 
like might ſeeme to pꝛoue ſome thing. But ſ&ing theſe 
times in effec are quite contrary to thoſe, and the diſpoſi⸗ 
tions of men in our daics,altogether diſagrering to theirs 
of that age, his time had beene better ſpent in a woꝛke to 
ſome other purpoſe, Fo2 a little to ſeeme to flie from my 
matter, and to haue a fling at hin; how many Fathers 
now a daies are there ſo carefull of pꝛouiding conuenient 
mates fo2 their childꝛen at a ſeaſonable time, as our 
great Grandfather Abraham was? Againe, how ma- 
nye haue childꝛen that are ſo obedient to bend their loue 
to their Parents liking as was llaac? Oh Sir, vou are de⸗ 
ceaued, our pong ones are of riper wits, and far fozwar- 
der then Childzen were in thoſe dates, and our olde ones 
are of moꝛe couetous mindes and far fozwarder to be 
dꝛawen to their childzens god: foꝛ what greater god 
then to entope them they loue? and what will offend our 
parents moze then to entreat that? he ſent his ſeruant to 
ſcarch foꝛth one ofhis nert kinne,not to enquire after one 
that had moſt wealth, and ſhould ſome childꝛen entertaine 
no loue in our time vntill their parents pꝛocured it, noz 
ſue foꝛ a match befoꝛe their freends made it, it were requi⸗ 
ſite their honeſtie ſhould be great, oꝛ I knowe what will 
follow. Yet againe, Fathers line not now adaies 92Tina- 
rilpabone a hundꝛed pœres, whereby they haue a * las 
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ing gouernement ouer their Childꝛen, but beholde it ig 
far contrary, and theretoꝛe it requires contrary pꝛocee⸗ 
dings. And laſtly, (foꝛ that J will not be long at this time 
in this matter) the holy w2it beares not ſuch ſway in our 
conſciences,as it wozkt wonders in theirs of thoſe dates, 
and therefoze to helpe our weaknes in the want of that 
warrant we muſt vle the meanes, loue, to dꝛawe vs to 
that euerlaſting happines. 

But once moꝛe to mycourting companions to make as 
ſpe&die an end with them, whoſe haire⸗bꝛaine fancying 
and fickle affection, is no ſmall hindꝛance to loues pꝛocee⸗ 
dings. Honeſtie hauing ſet do wne the meanes to finde out 
their knauerie, hath alſo pꝛouided a batte to beate downe 
ſuch flatterie, the inſtruement to finde out their diſſimula⸗ 
tion, being a ſearch into their lingring, and the clubbe to 
match their clubbe fete, a loathing ot their company. But 
to come to the puniſhment J would haue ſuch to be pla⸗ 
gued with, in mp opinion, and by Honeſties dome, they 
are wozthic to be ſet foꝛ ſcarre-crowes in newe ſowen 
fieldes ; and the rather thus goes my iudgement, foꝛ that 
ſeing they are ſo ſhilfull to do harme in townes and ci⸗ 
tics, if that bad uſed wit were foꝛſt to be imployed about 
that commodious do⸗god, they would inuent excellent 
meanes to p'euent the ſpople the rauendus birds commit. 
Their pꝛegnant wits and cunning deuices to catch wo⸗ 
mens affections that farre exe de crowes in reaſon and 
diſcretion, confirme they would be ſtrange, and therefoze 

zo table; yet becauſe it is ſomewhat te bace, though 
their pzaciſes are as beaſtly, J will ende with them with 
this reſolution. That they are as wozthie to ſand in 
wiite-thetes in Churches, fo: leaning women in deſpe- 
rate caſes, hauing dꝛawen them into that foles paradice 
of oucr-paſMaizate affeaton, as they that popſon ſtran⸗ 
gers bellies: This would make faithfull ſutoꝛs happie, 
conſtant loners ioyfull, and courting dilſemblers feareful, 

Honeſtie, hauing noted theſe enoꝛmities harbozed in 
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his eares, and beſtowed his eyes, iovning with him his beſt 
vnderſt anding to ſearch into the natures of y remnant, to 
ſee whether p multitud were mired with theſe in bad con⸗ 
teits. But behold ſu contrariep2actizes were perfoꝛmed 
bythem, as thoſe pꝛocdings are diſagreeing to the furthe⸗ 
rance of perfect vnitie. Amongſt theſe did J beholde Loue 
dandled with ſwerte muſick, and conſtant affection vphol⸗ 
Auen with modeſt demeanour. The ſoucratgnes of Uir⸗ 
ginitie diſplayed their heauenly dignitie, by the imperiall 
colours of matchles brautie, grounde with the Ambroſian 
ople of celeſtiall courteſie; and the matronlp deities pꝛo⸗ 
ued their ethereall diſcretnes, in following the heauens 
pꝛeſcriptid fo2 Loues true imitation. Jſaw Kindenes mat⸗ 
ched w Gedwill, Aﬀectton lin bed vatoLiking, + Loue 
embꝛaced with Lovaltie, Ucrtue leading the to eternall 
happines. They liked not foꝛ a moment, loned not vpon 
aduantage, noꝛ woed but with a god intention. Theſe 
ſhaked not hands with hatefull hearts, no2 vſed ſmothe 
tongues with diſſembling thoughts. They courted not 
kindelp, to coꝛrupt thamefully, ne pꝛoteſted with vowes, 
to wound with woꝛdes, and kill with derds, but hand and 
heart went together, and the tongue vttered their palſio⸗ 
nate conceites, their heart louing them as faithfully as 
their tongue labozed to winne their courteſie. And vou no 
earthly creatures, though iovned with men foꝛ their eter⸗ 
nall god, (you heanenly ſaints I meane, maſking in the 
ſhadowcs of terreſtriall ſhapes) vou beautifie this crue 
with pour deuine motions, whoſe mindes are onely inrit⸗ 
ched with the true wildome that vpholdes Loues welfare. 
Pour ſacred ac ions, apde his ſimple followers, t naught 
but your carefull kindnes binds mens weake affections 
from vnconſtancie. You make their pꝛaiers effectuall, 
their requeſt gayning thꝛough pou theſafctie of their lon⸗ 
ging. Your pittie bzings them to pietie, and your almes 
relieues them from the captiuitte of Deſpaire. Deſtrefſed 
Honeſtie is ſoly harboꝛed within pour milke⸗ white bo⸗ 
e were it not foꝛ pour bountifull * — 
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weuld be tozmenting beggerie. Pour allablafter pappes 
do whely miniſter moiſture to myconſuming welfare,and 
from their ſugered teates doe J onely dꝛawe mp liquoꝛ of 
life, ſo that by your motherly kindnes to decaping Hone- 
ſtie, they reape likewiſe their bliſſe, that would giue mer 
my baine, recouering contrarie to their wils the remavn- 
der of their weale. Foz how marcheth the paſſfonate ſoul⸗ 
dier without pou ſound the alarome ol his god⸗ perde: oz 
how fareth the amoꝛous gallant, except vou play the gal 
liard of acceptance? Unfo2tunate epes, pour pearcing | 
fightes ſhal be cruellycurſt, and vnnaturall vſage ſhall be 
offered to your obedient hearts, fo2 ſiting andadozingce- 
leſtiall obicts,vnles their relenting pittic take mercie on 
your deſtrefſed abies, And blaſpheming tongue, thy vn⸗ 
bꝛidled inpudenc ie ſhallheape vpon thy owne back a bun⸗ 
dle of vatollerable miſeries, by being fo2ced to vtter exe⸗ 
crable launders againſt them foꝛ their hard hearts, that 
were purchaſed to woꝛ ke your hard happe thꝛough pour 
owne iniurious follie. Paſſions of diſcontent muſt pleaſe 
pour fancies, and ſoꝛrowłull poems muſt grace your muz 
ſick ; deep ſighes muſt ſtraine pour hcart-fkrings,and dire⸗ 
full ſoꝛrowe lull you a leepe, when viũ ons of new deftreſ- 
ſcs mutt diſquiet your greateſt happines, and dꝛeames of 
freſh verations foꝛbid you the leaft eaſe. You Hall ſuc in 
vaine, becauſe pou hane delighted in vanitie , and hope 
witheut obtaining, foꝛ that your heart haue harbo2cdbif- 
ſembling,ercept theſe goddelles, whoſe gadnes is vnſpeak⸗ 
able,vouchſafe to miniſter a plaſter of pitty to paur louing 
pictte. It is their courteſie that muſt make you chereful, 
and their god conceits muſt cheriſh pour dying mirth; 
their liking muſt honour pour affection, and their grate⸗ 
full kindnes muſk aduance the zeale of pour pꝛoteſted lop⸗ 
altie. It is in their chovſe to change your chance, and in 
their power to bꝛidle Foꝛtune, foz that the Fates, being 
their ſiſters, are at their calles to ſet downe pour deſti⸗ 
nies. Tf they ſay they doe hate you, beware, foz they can 
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tinue pour pꝛeſent happines, and feare to loſe the p2offered 
bleſednes, Whyare women accounted weake, but be⸗ 
cauſe their nature is pure? Oz wherefoze are they ne⸗ 
ceſſarie but that men cannot liue without their companie? 
When we are ſuccoꝛles they comfo2t vs, being melancho⸗ 
ly they chere vs, and they are the meanes to rederme 
vs from the gates of hell. Being mad, their muſicall 
tongnes chaſe away the euill ſpirits, being bewitched 
their love charmes the toꝛmentiug diuels, and being ſwal⸗ 
lowed vp by the gulfe licentiouſnes, the heauens haue cre- 
ated the the helpe to rederme vs from that helliſh furnace. 
Thus much foꝛ their power, now alittle of their pꝛo⸗ 
perties. O ſacred mercie (neuer moꝛe honoꝛed then in 
the pittifull boſomes of theſe feminine deities) thou holds 
thy chief harboꝛow within their paſſionate beſomes . only 
art nouriſhed in their relenting harts. Thou ſingſt within 
the cloſets of their pittifull tonſciences, + reiopceſt within 
the caſtles of their celeſtiall ſoules : thou liueſt with them 
ſecure , and makes thꝛough them multitudes of nuſerable 
wꝛetches poſſeſſo2s of the higheſt happines. Thou bearcs 
the ſighes of ſuing ſwert⸗ hearts, x comfozts the pinching 
gricfc of pining louers. Thou meditates of their vowes, 
and ſtudies to requite their carefull affection with kindeſt 
curteſie. Thou pittieſt the koliſh maladies of fond noui⸗ 
tes, ⁊ ſoꝛroweſt at the weaknes of many mens wiſdome. 
Thou ſtriueſt to do no wꝛong, that thou maiſt be free from 
imuric, and labours to ſhunne ſuſpect, that thou matſt bee 
without miſdeubt. Thou ſtudieſt to repaythat thou maiff 
reape thy due, and keepeſt thy day that thou maiſt bee well 
dealt with, Pen much moꝛe and ſo much the better fo: man, 
thou pittics them that would ſpoile ther, and lo: giues them 
that would hurt ther: thou wiſheſt them well that would 
dereaue thee of thy weale, + loue ſt them (which is thy on⸗ 
lv fault) ouer entirely that eſtetme et thy pꝛofſtered kind⸗ 
nes to to careleſly, Pet let diſcretiõ haue the ſecond place 
with pou, foꝛ ſhe guides them by traſon, und that gouerns 
men with wiſoonre, She knowes when to 2 
tete 
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ſwerte melodie, and when tocozrec with loning perſwa⸗ 
ſions : ſhe vſeth to dandle vertue, and repꝛoue vice, to em⸗ 
b:ace god and flie from euill, and willingly to ſubiea obe⸗ 
dient unitation to holſome counſell, as alſo dutifully to 
deſire libertie from ſtping to injurious doctrine. Shee 
ſearcheth into the depth of ſubiected ſeruiſe, and diſcoue⸗ 
ring whether it be offered of curteſie, 03 pzoffercd of kna- 
uerie, regards it accoꝛding to it value, and rewardes it 
with it full woꝛth. She teacheth to like ere they loue, and 
louing to encreaſe oz deminiſh the heate of their fancie, ac⸗ 
coꝛding to the pꝛopoꝛtion of kinde coales that nout iſheth 
the fireot᷑ their affeaion, She perſwadeth to launce, cour⸗ 
ting to the bones, to finde out the danger, and ſer ing what 
likelyh de either of weale oꝛ woe is likeſt to enſue, thee 
ſh:w:th them what is god to withdzawe the putriſied li⸗ 
king, and what is holſome to pꝛeſerue the ſound loue. And 
the itudies to make thein happie, by wiſhing men their 
welfare, to make them conſtant, by endeno2ing to en- 
creaſe aſparke of loyaltie, and to make thein honoꝛed by 
inſtructing them in the true rules of modeſtie. 

And now ſtep in further thou beautifying modeſtie; 
fo: thou addeſt no ſmall renoune to their adoꝛed natures, 
no2 doth thy baſhfulncs meancly adoꝛne their highly pꝛi⸗ 
ſed excellencies:thy roſie bluſſhes bzing no ſmall honoꝛ to 
their admired beauty, noꝛ euer dies that ſacred Fapning 
colour, bitil by mans coꝛruption, that maidenlpmarke be 
extinguiſhed · Yet then bit ah that man ſhould do ſo much) 
thy decent ſobꝛietie aduanceth the dignity ol their woman⸗ 
ly chaſtitie, and thy matronly behauiour diſplapeth the ſo⸗ 
neraintie of their motherly nurture. Thou giues exanples 
that imitated, pꝛeuent occaſions oł enticing offers to dꝛaw 
to folly, and eſcapes the iniurious fl anders of ſuſpitions 
ſearchers, pᷣhunt after ſhewes of ſenſuality. Thon main⸗ 
taineſt peace at home, eſcapeſt ſuſpect abꝛoade, and keepeſt 
thy lou ers heart from harboꝛing telcuſte, the chicfe pꝛocu⸗ 
rer of greateſt miſerie. And thou gaineſt liking and en⸗ 


creaſcſt affection, recetuing loue and lopaltie with an allu⸗ 
: red 
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redpledge of neuer⸗dying conſtantie. Neither art thou 
eucrlaſting goddes, a ſtranger to mens⸗helpers; foꝛ thou 
withall the vertues waite vpon theſe beautiful ſpedacles, 
and they with the Oraces extol thoſe the earths miracles. 
{Thcir pꝛaiſes are vnſpeakeable, foꝛ that their woꝛth is vn⸗ 
ualuable, and their de ſartes vnrequited, becauſe th2ongh 
mans weakenes miſpꝛiſed; but ſuch and ſo great were the 
adoꝛned excellencies of theſe humaine deities, as their 
pꝛactiſes lavde open their pꝛincely courteſie, and their per⸗ 
fozmances made their louers happic. And men rciopced 
thꝛough their faithfull affeaion, ſtudying to requite wo⸗ 
mens cuer laſting kindnes with the reward of ncucr-cca- 
ſing conſtancie. Men vſcd heaucnly wiſdome to obtaine 
liking, and carefull behauioꝛ, to confirme loue being 

urchaſed, and women were faz ward to beſtowe modeſt 

indnes, being faithfully dealt withall, and eſfeaually re⸗ 
quited p:offered curteſie, neithet being to tw cope, oꝛ 
ſhewing theniſelues ouer foꝛ ward to be wonne. But bzick- 
lp, and ſo to end, cuerp one of them rendꝛed like fo? like 
with p2ofes of neuer⸗altering affection, they thereby 

gaining vnto themſelus the ſugred ſweetnes of cele⸗ 
ſtiall amitie,z tying vnto their kinde thoughts, 
the affections of their well⸗willers, with 
euerlaſting conſtancie. 


FINIS, 


